Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District Minutes
Thursday, 14th 2019 @ District Office 
Present:

Kenneth Bush –Chairman 


          Mark W. Watts-District Manager

Brian Hyland-Legislator

                     Karen Tillotson –Secretary/Asst. Treas.  
Tom Rhodes- Assistance Chair 

 
Dave Boor-Treasurer

            
Joel Klose-Grange-Excused
         
                       
Dick Gunderman-Excused 
     
John Pastrick   -Legislator 

Sexual Harassment Training took Place at 10:00-Present-Ken Bush, Brian Hyland, Tom Rhodes, Dave Boor,                                  
John Pastrick, Mark Watts, Mr. Jimmie Joe Carl, Karen Tillotson and Jessica Verrigni.

The monthly meeting of the Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District was called to order by Chairman, Kenneth Bush at 12:30 P.M.  

Proposed Purchase of Inter-Seeder-Jerry Verrigni:  Jerry did not make the meeting due to a conflict with his schedule on Thursday.  Information was mailed out to the board members prior to the meetings. Jerry wrote a grant for the Climate Resiliency Program and received funding for $205,000.00 for the Inter-Seeder Project. Funding will be used to purchase an Inter-Seeder.  Looking at a machine from Buckeye Soil Solutions, which is a used machine but will have a new seeder.  Chemung Co. SWCD has a policy in place to purchase used equipment and therefore would like to purchase the machine through the District.  Funding will be reimbursed.  After discussion, a motion was made by John Pastrick to move forward with the purchase of the Inter-Seeder as discussed from Buckeye Solutions and seconded by Dave Boor.  All in favor and carried. 
Approval of the Minutes:   A motion was made by T. Rhodes to approve the January minutes as mailed.  Seconded by J. Pastrick. All in favor and carried.  
File the December Treasurer’s Report for Audit:     A motion was made by J. Pastrick to file the January treasurer’s report for audit.  Seconded by T. Rhodes.  All in favor and carried.  
Approval of the Bills:   A motion was made by D. Boor to approve the list of bills as present.  Seconded by J. Pastrick.  All in favor and carried. 
District Manager’s Report-  
· Watershed Coordinator-Spoke with D. Gunderman about this position and what was going on and he was fine with it. Then was approached by D. Manchester and informed that the County is considering a Watershed Coordinator and if the District would be on board with Dick Keyser as the coordinator, which the District is fine with.  D. Manchester said he was going to send a letter to Dick Gunderman.  County is still looking into how this position will be appointed. Mark did contact D. Gunderman again to let him know what is going on.
· Stream work is slow due to the weather, but did do some work in Chemung and Van Etten.
· Working with FEMA on a couple of projects.
· Submitted year end stream report to Army Corps.
· Newsletter is almost ready to go to printers.
· Met with Chris Moss-meeting went well.  Looks like everything will remain the same.  Working to develop an IMA for dam maintenance.
· Heyward Lawsuit-Town of Southport-submitted to insurance and they have an attorney working on it.  So far everything seems to be going pretty good but will still move forward with a lawsuit.
· NYSEG Line on Coleman Ave-bill went through insurance and was paid
· Equipment Purchase-County DPW brought to District’s attention that there is a tamper that DPW rented that is available to be purchased outright for $6,285.00.  A motion was made by J. Pastrick to purchase the MVH508DZ reversible tamp.  Seconded by B. Hyland. All in favor and carried. 
· Steiner agreement with Town of Horseheads -District received two new Steiners for the mowing program.  One of the older Steiners went to Park Station. The remaining Steiner is used by the Towns of Horseheads and Elmira.  The Town of Horsehead wrote up an agreement between the Town and District stating that the remaining Steiner would be housed at the Town of Horseheads and all maintenance would be performed by the Town, however, the transfer of ownership would not be given to the Town and other municipalities would be allowed useage. A motion was made by J. Pastrick to enter into agreement with the Town of Horseheads for use of the older Steiner.  Seconded by T.Rhodes.  All in favor and carried. 
· Bentley Creek Meeting-Meeting held on February 7th -Dick Keyser attended this meeting with Mark, along with NY/PA NRCS, Bradford and Chemung Co. Districts and Bradford Planning.  Funding available in the PL-566 federal budget.  Question is, do the sponsor want to move forward with this? Current plan is seven years old. Need to meet with Chris Moss and Dave Manachester regarding this.  Possibly have a joint meeting with the NY/PA sponsors.  Hope to have a couple meetings by end of March.
· Ag Farmland Protection Meeting-
· Training for assessors/code officials/planning board
· Consolidation Plan is Complete
· Working with Tanya do some work
· Taste of NY Center
· Norris Bridgeman Milk Bottle Collection-willing to sell for $4,000.00
· Meeting with local/federal representatives to discuss the issue of plastic bags
· New Ag event schedule handed out 
· Crop Protection Workshop March 20th 2019 
· Spencer Van Etten Show went well, however booth location was not the best
· Twin Tier Expo show this weekend
· Pavilion @ Log Cabin-Eagle Scout is going to assist with this project
District Conservationist’s Report – Not present and no report submitted 
Chemung County EMC:  - Not present and no report submitted 
Anything to Come before the Board:    
 A motion to adjourn was made @ 1:18 PM by J. Pastrick and seconded by B. Hyland.     
Respectfully submitted by: Karen Tillotson
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