Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District Minutes
Tuesday, April 13th, 2021  
1:00 PM @ District Office 
Present:

Tom Rhodes –Chairman 


          Mark W. Watts-District Manager

Dave Boor-Assistance Chair

       
          Karen Tillotson –Secretary/Asst. Treas.  
Jim Bush- Treasurer

 

           
Brian Hyland-Legislator

            
Joel Klose-Grange- Not Present         
                       
Dick Gunderman      
John Pastrick   -Legislator -Not Present
 The monthly meeting of the Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District was called to order by Chairman, Tom Rhodes at 1:00 P.M.  

Approval of the Minutes:   A motion was made to approve the March Minutes with the correction of the spelling of Ettenberger’s name, from Ettenberg as stated in the minutes, by D. Boor and seconded by D. Gunderman.  All in favor and carried.  
File the March Treasurer’s Report for Audit:     D. Boor questioned if the County was going to pay  ½ of the cost for the 2020 audit.  Mark stated that the District would be submitting a bill.  A motion was made by D. Gunderman to file the March treasurer’s report for audit.  Seconded by J. Bush.  All in favor and carried.  
Approval of the list of Bills:   A motion was made by D. Boor to approve the list of bills as presented.  Seconded by J. Bush.  All in favor and carried.
GIS Agreement:  Explained that the County entered a three-year agreement with Environmental Systems Research Institute Inc.  (ESRI) to provide all necessary GIS server software and server licensing-District/Stormwater agreement with the County is for an annual 2-year commitment 2021-2022 for $2,500.00 for GIS coordination and data sharing within the County. A motion was made by D. Gunderman to approve entering into the GIS Agreement between the District/Stormwater and County for an annual commitment of $2,500.00 for two years.  Seconded by B. Hyland.  All in favor and carried. 
District Manager’s Report-  
· District Appropriation from County was left at the 25% cut-Stormwater Team was left with the 30% cut-explained that a contract was signed with Corning Natural Gas and Stormwater for work that Mr. Carl will complete for their project in Seeley Creek at a cost of $25,000.00 that will go back to Stormwater -May get some back for Dam work completed by Mr. Carl as well-Mark stated that District/Stormwater should be good-discussed the possibility of appropriations being fully funded if stimulus funds are awarded  to the County
· Board of Ethics form-discussed the financial disclosure portion of the form-Mark spoke with Anne-Marie Davies of the County Law Department and requested an exemption stating that the code of ethics was reviewed without filling out the financial disclosure portions -these were filled out, notarized, and sent down to the County Law Office-if these are denied, Mark stated that most likely there will be many vacancies to fill
· Site #18 Hoffman Dam-the bronze plaque was finally finished and picked up-will be placed shortly- Legislature approved the $318,000.00 for the project -working with the contractor on final paperwork-liner should go in sometime this year-liner is coming in from Germany 
· Dam Maintenance-Mark did a drive-by of the County Dams and they are looking good-no heavy spring runoff so there is not much debris -hopefully will only have to mow this year

· Town of Big Flats will do some spraying on the dams as they are licensed, to assist in the mowing for us, in trade for some of their stormwater detention mowing

· Dam inspections need to be completed in May
· Compost facility site will open next week, April 20th, 2021
· Took material to Cayuga Compost - Austin Excavating also took some material 

· County will need to develop some type of management plan for the facility 

· N. Watts is working with ReAct about doing a voucher program where folks would take the televisions directly to ReAct and then the District would be billed

· Tire Collection Day will take place in May 

· Completed projects since the last meeting 

· Mowing at Hardinge 

· The town of Southport replaced the pipe

· Town of Veteran -replacing the bridge on Terry Hill 

· Fairgrounds Pavilion -coming along nicely 
· Maggie the Cow was ordered and will take 8-10 weeks to arrive

· USC Grants-Stream work on Ettenberger Farm $15,000.00 and Road Ditch Stabilization $50,000.00-Flexamat was ordered for these projects, first come first sever for municipalities-just ask that they take phots and seed-A motion was made by J. Bush to enter into agreement with USC for the above discussed grants.  Seconded by D. Gunderman.  All in favor and carried.  
· The audit took place last week, all seemed to go well

· Tree program -117 orders and the pickup date is April 23rd-there are some extra trees 
District Educator’s Report: N/A  

Chemung County EMC:  N/A

A motion was made by D. Boor to adjourn the regular session at 1:35 PM.  Seconded by B. Hyland.  

District Manager Transition Committee Report:  
A motion was made by D. Gunderman at 1:35 PM to enter into Executive Session seconded by B. Hyland. 
Executive Session Attendees:  T. Rhodes, J. Bush, D. Boor, B. Hyland, G. Gunderman, and M. Watts

A motion was made by D. Boor to end Executive Session at 2:12 and enter back into the regular session was seconded by J. Bush.  
Regular Session Attendees:  T. Rhodes, J. Bush, D. Boor, B. Hyland,  D. Gunderman M. Watts, and K. Tillotson 
A motion was made in executive session by B. Hyland to approve the bill for Corning Investigative Services for $900.00 and seconded by D. Gunderman.  All in favor and carried.  
The District Manager Transition Committee will meet at noon on May 11th, 2021.  
Anything to Come before the Board:  
A motion to adjourn was made @ 2:14 PM by D. Gunderman and seconded by B. Hyland.    
Respectfully submitted by: Karen Tillotson
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