Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District Minutes
Tuesday, May 11th, 2021  
1:00 PM @ District Office 
Present:

Tom Rhodes –Chairman 


          Mark W. Watts-District Manager

Dave Boor-Assistance Chair

       
          Karen Tillotson –Secretary/Asst. Treas.  
Jim Bush- Treasurer

 

          Nikole Watts-Educator 
Brian Hyland-Legislator


          Jennifer Trimber -EMC
            
Joel Klose-Grange- Not Present         
                       
Dick Gunderman -Not Present    
John Pastrick   -Legislator 

 The monthly meeting of the Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District was called to order by Chairman, Tom Rhodes at 1:00 P.M.  

Approval of the Minutes:   A motion was made to approve the April Minutes as presented by J. Pastrick and seconded by B. Hyland.  All in favor and carried.  
File the April Treasurer’s Report for Audit:     A motion was made by J. Pastrick to file the April treasurer’s report for audit.  Seconded by B. Hyland.  All in favor and carried.  
Approval of the list of Bills:   J. Bush questioned budget items that are over already.  Explained that most of the expenses will come back.  Example is we purchase rock for a landowner, landowner pays the District back.  A motion was made by D. Boor to approve the list of bills as presented.  Seconded by J. Bush.  All in favor and carried.
District Manager’s Report-  
· Tire Day-The event will take place on May 22nd-tires will go to Seneca Meadows and the cost is $3.00 per tire
· Terry Hill Road -bridge was replaced, waiting on guardrails 
· Spencer Van Etten project on Blake Hill
· Gary Ettenberger barn site prep-should begin cutting lumber May/June
· Dam Inspections will take place on May 19th beginning at 9:00 am at East Sullivanville and then May 21st, 9:30 at Park Station-all seem to be in good shape this year-continue with Site #18 liner repair 
· There have been many slope failures going on this season 
· Jenkins Road wetland to assist with water 
· Trout Unlimited-assisting them with installing a 10-car parking lot on Catherine Creek-will be in honor of Don Cook
· Catherine Valley Trail-assisting with putting in culverts and 7,000’ of trail from the domes to Smith Road-Scott Shaw is the president and will be working with students from Boces-going well so far
· Log Cabin Pavilion at Fairgrounds-continue to work on it -drilling holes right now-64 more to go-hope to have completed in June
· Beaver Pond on County Road #1-beavers built a dam where the culverts on the other side were not work-County DPW was there cleaning culverts on the other side and they removed the beaver dam-had permit to do it-people were upset over this-Mark is going to attend the meeting at Erin tomorrow-this is private property but folks are still up in arms over it-keeping it at the same elevation it is now
District Educator’s Report:    

· E-Waste Program-going to do a voucher program this year where residents would call in to register-then Nikole will fill out voucher and they would pick up the voucher on Saturday before the week of drop-off-where they would then take the voucher to ReAct themselves within the week the voucher states and ReAct would then bill us-plan to do events until the funding runs out-Nikole is going to contact Chris Moss and Dave Manchester to discuss if we should just limit it to television/computer/etc.  Jennifer said that she has worked with the voucher system for about 12-15 years and it worked out well

· Ag Promotions-

· Erin Woodfest has been canceled

· As of now the Chemung County Fair is still up in the air

· State Fair is only going to have 50% capacity all outdoor events 

· Schools are not doing field trips 

· Preparing cabin like the fair is going to happen 

· Lake Grove Park is still happening in Alpine-will take animals and the Ag Promo trailer up 

· Farm Bureau Picnic is scheduled for July 22nd
· Reese Ranch Rodeo-asked if Ag Pro would be at three events

· The board stated to wait until we hear what the governor does, put have a plan put in place in case it does open up-Nikole will setup the following

· Farm City Days @ Eldridge 

· Sundae on the Farm

· Nikole will do summer cohesion, there are 7-sites with 75 kids per site-she will be there 7 days in July

· Appointment for another three years to Youth Bureau

· June is Dairy Month-Lindsay Wickham asked Nikole to get photos of dairy farms prior to 1970-

· When Maggie the Cow arrives will take to events 

Chemung County EMC:   
· EMC continue to meet this past year-focus is on energy related topics

· Hope to have pamphlets available this summer on Electronic Vehicle Charging Stations-and how people can tighten up their homes to save energy  
· Adopt a Highway groups are going out 

· Urban Tree Equity Project-this is a program that looks for grants to help with improvement in the City of Elmira as far as trees go-updating the tree inventory -Elmira College is on board with doing the survey update
· Energy Navigator Course-Jen taught this course which has volunteers that go out and do outreach

· House Hazardous Waste is May 22nd 

Mark asked if Jen knew if there was someone available that would survey dead Ash Trees in ROWs

District Insurance -Information was sent out to board members regarding Terrorism Coverage and Commercial Crime Coverage-A motion was made to reject the Terrorism Coverage and to keep the Commercial Crime Coverage as is by J. Bush and seconded by J. Pastrick.  All in favor and carried.  

There was no need to go into District Manager Transition Committee Executive Session

Anything to Come before the Board:  
A motion to adjourn was made @ 1:40 PM by J. Pastrick and seconded by B. Hyland.    
Respectfully submitted by: Karen Tillotson
[image: image1.png]



