Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District Minutes
Tuesday, November 9th, 2021  
District Office 
Present:

Tom Rhodes –Chairman 


          Mark W. Watts-District Manager  
Dave Boor-Assistance Chair

       
          Karen Tillotson –Secretary/Asst. Treas.  
Jim Bush- Treasurer

 

          Nikole Watts-Ag. Educator  
Brian Hyland-Legislator


                        
Joel Klose-Grange -            
                       
Dick Gunderman -Not Present      
John Pastrick   -Legislator -Via Phone Conference 
  Chairman Tom Rhodes called the monthly meeting of the Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District to order by at 1:00 PM.  

Approval of the Minutes:   J. Klose made a motion to approve the October Minutes with the correction of EMC; they did not submit the grant for "Tree City USA" and seconded by J. Bush as corrected.  All in favor and carried.  
File the Treasurer's Report for Audit:     J. Klose motioned to file October's treasurer's report for audit. J. Bush seconded it.  All in favor and carried.  
Approval of the list of Bills:   D. Boor motioned to approve the list of bills as presented.  J. Klose seconded.  All in favor and carried.
District Manager's Report:   
· Finished both Watershed Wednesday's for the Upper Susquehanna Coalition (USC)-Head Cuts and Road Ditch

· Completed the road ditch book and summited paperwork to NYS DEC to close out the road ditch grant, should get reimbursed up to $4,800.00 -DEC would like to post the book on their website 

· Submitted all information to USC and, if approved, will get refunded $65,000.00, and still owed $8,800.00 for farm & stream assessment

· Visited Town's of Erin & Horseheads Town Board meetings with only the City of Elmira, Village of Horseheads, and Village of Wellsburg let

· Interseeder Covercrop- completed 377-acres with the interseeder
· Streams Jobs-completed Stafford Road and Panther Lick -Out to Van Etten on Venal Hill Road today and hope to be in Catlin tomorrow to take out log jam on Post Creek-miscellaneous little jobs keep popping up-Tompkins County SWCD is still looking to have District up to assist with a stream job
· Met with Federation and Trout Unlimited, and both agreed to reimburse the District, between the two $5,500.00

· GST Boces 4 Hour Erosion & Sediment Workshop-Jessica set up a small mini-training with three stations using a different practices-silt fence, silt socks, and straw matting 

· Rain event on 10-30-2021-for the most part County faired out well-the County set up an Emergency Operation Center: received a call from Andy Avery and the County requesting if the District would drone the area and  thanks to Jessica for coming in to fly the drone for the county-county now looking into setting up a drone program of their own
· Hoffman Dam Site 18 -the project went well; the crew were great to work with-C.P. Ward, Arold, Sartex, and IST -had to send in samples for testing and currently awaiting a results-great job
· Park Station has issues with hydraulic hoses; there is an A & B hose-they have been on B since 2004-to; repair hoses, they would need to drain Park Station 

· East Sullivanville Dam gauges had a problem-is it time to go in and change all the chains-oil 
· Working on newsletter articles 

District Manager Interim:
· Sat in on a zoom meeting for Bentley Creek with Mark Watts

· Attended Erin and Horseheads Town Board meetings

· Demo of a remote mower at Sullivanville Dam with Mark Richer and Marty Vanderhoff

· Attend the NYACD annual meeting with Tom Rhodes and Mike Pastrick 

· Finger Lakes-Lake Ontario Watershed Protection Alliance (FLLOWPA)-submitted the one-page plan for contract period 2022-2023 and the plan of work for contract period 2021-2022-working on the 2018-2021 survey request from FLLOWPA

· Site visit on Rice Road regarding a water issue and Post Creek, called by Vern Robinson

· Continue gathering information for Soaring Eagle Golf Course with a drainage issue 

· Johnson Hollow Road culvert cleanout-continue to work on getting the permit ready to submit

· Followup conversation with Mr. Bauman from Smith Road 

· Completed draft budgets for District and Stormwater Team 

· Board of Directors- terms set to expire 12/31/2021, need to submit a request to County Legislature requesting re-appointment-All members agreed to remain on the board

· Montessori School 
· – Montessori School was referred to the District by Scott Bush regarding the District's covered wagon.  The school requested to use the wagon for the upcoming Thanksgiving Parade in Corning on November 27th.  I contacted the District's insurance company, and they said it wasn't a problem as long as the school issued the District a COI. 
· D. Boor motioned to honor Montessori School's request for the covered wagon as long as they issued the District the COI. J. Klose seconded it.  All in favor and carried.  

District Educator's Report: 
· Attended both Watershed Wednesdays
· Presented the Ag Promotion presentation at the annual Farm Bureau banquet

· Putting together Ag Tour gift bags  to include the history of the farms scheduled for the Ag Tour visit-these will go out to all legislators, municipal supervisors, anyone that would have gone on the tour, as well as the Ag Celebration Dinner
· Completed the road ditch guide and delivered it to all highway departments -spoke with a couple of DPW'son what the focus of the guide  was about

· Assisted Jimmie Joe Carl, Stormwater Engineer, with surveying the County DPW property 

· I spent three days at Hoffman Dam 

· Southport Trunk or Treat was a drive through-donated buttons and coloring books for handouts

· Attended a Fall Harvest Fest, too cold to take Maggie the Cow, saw about 75-participants -this organization does an Operation Christmas Program for kids,   100 Farm Bureau coloring books were donated

·  Chemung County Youth Bureau meeting-Nikole is now the vice president on the board

· New York State Farm Bureau  Promotion and Education Meeting-District 4 is looking for a member and requested Nikole to be on the board

· Erosion & Sediment Workshop-completed all the paperwork for Jessica for the training at the Legion and GST Boces 

· Electronic Recycling Program -there is $8,964.25 remaining in the account-residents are looking to recycle air conditioners, fans, and microwaves- checking with the legislature and executives office to see if they are good with having one last event to include these items- Joe at ReAct said the price would remain the same-waiting to hear back from downtown
· I discussed with a couple of teachers, and they discussed that schools are looking for virtual videos on agriculture, stormwater, and conservation- Youth Bureau informed Nikole of a grant available for up to $1,500.00 that would help pay for the camera and USB drives to send to schools-Nikole would work with Liz Alexander from CCE for ag, and Jimmie Joe said he assist Nikole on stormwater
Chemung County EMC:  Not present 

Executive Session:  Motion made by J. Klose at 1:30 PM to close out of regular session.  Seconded by B. Hyland.  All in favor and carried. 

Motion made by J. Klose to enter into executive session at 1:31 PM.  Seconded by B. Hyland.  All in favor and carried. 

Present:  Jim Bush, Thomas Rhodes, John Pastrick (Phone Conference), Briand Hyland, Joel Klose, Dave Boor, Mark Watts, and Karen Tillotson 
Motion made by J. Klose to exit executive session at 2:00 PM.  Seconded by D. Boor.  All in favor and carried.  

2022 Stormwater Budget:  Motion made by D. Boor to approve the Stormwater Budget as presented.  J. Klose seconded.  All in favor and carried

2022 Chemung County SWCD:   Motion made by J. Klose to approve the proposed 2022 budget as presented.  Seconded by D. Boor.   All in favor and carried. 
Equipment Operator Contract: Motion made by J. Klose to approve Equipment Operator's contract with the correction, making the written amount and numeric amount match $35,000.00.  Seconded by J. Bush.  All in favor and carried.  
Stream Consultant Contract: Motion made by J. Bush to approve Stream Consultant contract as presented.  Seconded by B. Hyland.  All in favor and carried.  
Motion made to go back into regular session at 2:01 PM made by J. Klose, seconded by D. Boor.  All in favor and carried.

Present:  Jim Bush, Thomas Rhodes, John Pastrick (Phone Conference), Briand Hyland, Joel Klose, Dave Boor, Mark Watts, and Karen Tillotson 
A motion to adjourn was made @ 2:03 PM by D. Boor and seconded by J. Bush.    
Respectfully submitted by: Karen Tillotson
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