Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District Minutes
Tuesday, February 9th, 2021 Conference Call @ 1:00 PM
Present:

Tom Rhodes –Chairman 


          Mark W. Watts-District Manager

Dave Boor-Assistance Chair

       
          Karen Tillotson –Secretary/Asst. Treas.  
Jim Bush- Treasurer

 

          Nikole Watts -Educator
Brian Hyland-Legislator

            
Joel Klose-Grange-         
                       
Dick Gunderman-Excused 
     
John Pastrick   -Legislator 

 The monthly meeting of the Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District was called to order by Chairman, Tom Rhodes at 1:00 P.M.  

Approval of the Minutes:   A motion was made by J. Klose to approve the January minutes as mailed.  Seconded by J. Pastrick. All in favor and carried.  
File the January’s Treasurer’s Report for Audit:     A motion was made by J. Pastrick to file January’s treasurer’s report for audit.  Seconded by B. Hyland.  All in favor and carried.  
Approval of the Bills:   A motion was made by D. Boor to approve the list of bills as presented.  Seconded by J. Bush.  All in favor and carried. 
Audit of 2020 Books-Dave/Jim: A motion was made by J. Klose to table the audit of the 2020 Books until the March meeting.  Seconded by B. Hyland.  All in favor and carried. 
Annual Treasurer’s Report 2020:  The 2020 treasurer’s report was completed and reviewed by D. Boor and submitted to the State Committee’s department as well as the State Comptroller’s department.  

Employers Health Emergency Plan:  Due to the recent pandemic, the state signed a law that all public entities/agencies/municipalities and special districts must create a mandatory NYS Public Employers Emergency Plan together that has to be in by April 1st, 2021.  A motion was made by B. Hyland to table until the March meeting.  Seconded by J. Klose.  All in favor and carried.  
District Manager Transition Committee Report: 
· Down to the final stages

· Investigative Work-B. Hyland discussed he spoke with Bill Schrom and the sheriff’s department could do very basic checks and that would be gratis 
· Corning Investigative Services was recommended by Scott Drake and this company can do the background checks with the possible exception for social media-explained that applicants’ passwords would need to be obtained which would give them a chance to remove information before the investigation 
· Discussed developing a grading system to assist with the process 
· The background/grading system should be ready by the March meeting 

· Joel will not be at the March meeting

· To date, there are four applications in -deadline is 3PM February 19th 
· Committee will meet on February 22nd 
· February 23rd the applications where opened  Civil Service    
District Manager’s Report-  
· Outstanding bills came in that were discussed at the last meeting

· Dams

· Emergency Action Plan (EAP) all updated and sent to the appropriate agencies

· Last night County Legislature approved an extension to the contract with CP Ward and increased the contract to a total of $318,00.00

· Hopefully, over the next two weeks, we will get paperwork from purchasing to CP Ward

· CP Ward will then submit information on the new proposed liner-DEC and NRCS will approve

· Install this summer

· End of year reports are complete and submitted to the State Committee and the Treasurer’s report to the Comptroller’s Office

· The newsletter is at the printers and it should be completed this week or early next week-total pages was 72

· Meeting with Corning Gas and gave them a proposal for Mr. Carl, Stormwater Engineer, to do a design for a stream project for $25,000.00-Corning Gas accepted and this will help the Stormwater Team recoup some of the funding that was cut by the County

· County budget there was an allocation of $22,000.00 (attached with February Agenda) for dam maintenance this year-not sure why

· Going to inquire at some point and see if the work Mr. Carl has completed on Site #18 Hoffman Dam repair could be tapped for $12,000.00

· The Stormwater Team was cut 32.5% and not sure why that is- B.Hyland will check with J. Burin 
· Fairgrounds Pavilion-Mark and Todd are working on the roof trusses and it takes about 3-4 days per truss with a total of five needed in all-looks fantastic 

· Stream Work-completed a project on Catherine Creek two weeks ago

· Assisting the Town of Catlin in the removal of their old highway/town hall building 

· Bentley Creek Watershed Plan

· Because the age of the plan is over five years (approved in 2012), NRCS must look at the plan again

· NRCS has hired a company to accomplish this work -District met with them last week

· Attached is information on an upcoming virtual meeting

· County Compost Site

· Trying to get Cornell University down to help possibly set up a plan of how to operate and manage the site 

· Cayuga Compost gets $28.00/yard for material hauled out 

· Should we try and tap into this market
· J. Bush asked how full the site is-Mark said it is full-there has not been any grinding at the site since November due to two accidents 
· NYACD -received a bill for $1,500.00-what is the Board’s thoughts on this bill-reduce by 50% or 25%

A motion was made by D. Boor to pay NYACD $1,000.00 for 2021 dues.  Seconded J. Bush.  All in favor and carried. 
· Catlin Town Hall will be removed weather permitting 

District Educator’s Report  

· The Dam Emergency plans were completed, handed out, and signed for
Ag Promotion trailer has been wrapped (Pictures attached)
· Envirothon is moving to virtual for this year, I have contacted Matt Bryant with BOCES to see if
his student would participate this year.
· Planning an event for July 17th at Lake grove park in Alpine, this is a campground where they
have a family day, we take an animal and information.
· Mark Richer and I did BOCES class interviews on Feb 4th they went well.
· Plans to take the annual presentation around to the highway dept starting in May when I
return
· School emails are going out and hopefully planning visits for May and June, in talking with some
teachers, they are hopeful that we can have in-person presentations, but just waiting to see what
happens
· I reached out to buildings and grounds to get information on if events are going to be able to run
and if so, what is the protocol, or if they are still on hold. In talking to Lisa, everything is still on
hold at this point
· React Recycling our partner for E-waste is under new management. I had a meeting to go over
what we have done and worked on in the past, as well as to see how we can continue to work
together in the future. We are currently going over holding a voucher program for community
members to dispose of electronics. I am waiting to hear from them on what the prices would be
this year
· Road ditch guide for homeowners is being sent out this week to Jeff Parker and Jerry Verrigni for
proofreading and add-on
· Finishing the MS4 annual report for stormwater
· Maggie the Cow education display-interactive display that promotes knowledge and understanding of milking and milk production-cost of model is $4,500-Ag Promotions and Farm Bureau have committed funding-reaching out to Byrne Dairy, Wegmans and American Dairy Assoc. to see if they would be willing to donate-this would go to schools and local events
Chemung County EMC:  Nothing to report 
Anything to Come before the Board:  
· Internal Audit of 2020 books-March 9th @ 11:00 AM-Dave Boor and Jim Bush 
A motion to adjourn was made @ 1:27 PM by J. Pastrick and seconded by J. Klose.    
Respectfully submitted by: Karen Tillotson
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