
Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District Minutes
Tuesday, June 14th, 2022 @ District Office 
1:00 PM 
Present:

Tom Rhodes- Chair  





Karen Tillotson –District Manager

Jim Bush-Treasurer




          
Mark Richer-District Technician -not present
Brian Hyland-Legislator

                    


 Jessica Verrigni-Stormwater Management Specialist
Dave Boor-Treasurer 





 PJ Emerick, Associate Environmental Analyst          
                  
Joel Klose-Grange-via zoom
                       




Dick Gunderman-
     
Mike Smith   -Legislator 

PJ Emerick, Associate Environmental Analyst, reviewed District Law Training at 12:05 PM-all board members present 

 The monthly Meeting of the Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District was called to order by Chair Tom Rhodes at 12:58 pm.  
Approval of the Minutes:   B. Hyland motioned to approve the May minutes as mailed. Seconded by D. Gunderman. All in favor and carried. 
File the April Treasurer's Report for Audit:  J. Bush motioned to approve May's treasurer report. D. Gunderman seconded it. All in favor and carried.     
Approval of the Bills:    J. Bush motioned to approve the list of bills as presented. Seconded by M. Smith. All in favor and carried.  
Stormwater Management Specialist (Jessica Verrigni)Liaison between SWT & District: 

Jimmie Joe Carl -Stormwater Engineer 

· SWPPP reviews –

· Southern Tier Logistics 
· Pine Valley Storage

· Meals on Wheels 

· Breesport Solar Farm 

· Coke Cola @ the Holding Point 

· Church of Christ Parking Lot 

· Culvert Sizing

· One in the Town of Catlin 

· Lewis Road Town of Southport 

· Wrote three flood hazard mitigation grants 

· 17th Street Stormwater Basin -stormwater retention

· Christian Hollow Road-streambank & road repairs
· Study for Upper Larchmont Road flood control dam
· Met with Town of Veteran to discuss Flood Mitigation Grants
Nikole Watts-Stormwater Educator 

· Pine City -100 -Kindergartens, Friends of Fish  

· Parley Coburn-3rd Graders, 120 students -water sampling activity 
· Electronic Recycling Program 100 vouchers 
· Preparing for summer cohesion's-Town of Southport and Big Flats-plan to get the stormwater education trailer to these events 

·  Professional Classes

· Grant Writing

· Environmental Education

· Leadership 

Jessica Verrigni-Stormwater Management Specialist 

· Pre-Construction Meetings

· Yawger Road Solar Project
· Stamp Fittings

· Southern Tier Logistic 

· There are eighteen active construction sites to inspect 

· Town of Southport Meeting to discuss the SWT budget

· Attended a zoom meeting with the Sewer District regarding their Combined Sewer Overflows-too much rain causes the sanitary lines to flood during the storm and discharge to the river-Larson's Design Group completed a study for the Sewer District last year to try to identify ways to stop the CSO's -Larson's would like to move forward with an Engineering Planning Grant to implement practices and how they do to on retaining the stormwater-beginning stages at this point 
· Water sampling 

· Working on outfall inspection rotation from last year 

· The stormwater team is very busy 

·  M. Smith questioned if the Village of Wellsburgs' participation with the STW was discussed-Kathy Szerszen, a board member of the SWT, had a conversation with Mr. Jerzak, Village Mayor, and they are on board with the new fee
Town of Big Flats Mowing Contract: 
Contract with Town of Big Flats to mow their twenty stormwater facilities, not to exceed $20,000.00.  
D. Gunderman motioned to agree with the Town of Big Flats to mow their stormwater facilities. J. Klose seconded. All in favor and carried. 
Countywide Stream Program:

The contract is due to expire in December of this year. Todd Jansen, the equipment operator, discussed that this or next year might be his last year working with the District.   A meeting is needed with the municipalities to discuss the future of the program, as well as the budget
District Manager's Report-  
· Monthly Financials/payroll/taxes/deposits-both SWCD & Stormwater -minutes for SWCD

· Customer service to walk-ins -selling a lot of Blue Bird Boxes 
· Tire Recycling Program 

· Mark and I removed approximately 225-250 rims from the tires-

· Tire day went well-three students from BOCES Conservation Class-Mark, and his son Ryan, Pat from DPW, Roger Burlew, and I worked the event-

· 15.75 tons of tires hauled to Seneca Meadows-about 480 tires from landowners-City-262, Erin- 182, Veteran-122-Town of Van Etten held their own but haven't hauled the tires up yet

· Last year there were 8.6 tons of tires hauled for $111.11/ton-this year's price is $146.66 increase of about 33%

· Hauled by:

· Town of Erin-1 truck

· Town of Horseheads-2 trucks -3 trips 

· Veteran-1 truck

· County DPW-2 trailer loads

· Site Visits
· Christian Hollow-Mr. Dalrymple- I did not hear anything back from him-Mr. Dalrymple is looking for the District to move gravel and open up the stream-this would require a DEC permit, and from the information I reviewed, unless Mr. Dalrymple wanted to put money into the stream, the District would not just move gravel around
· DOT will have their environmentalist submit a permit for gravel out of Seeley Creek on Lower Maple Ave.  
· Soaring Eagle Golf Course-Todd fixed hole # 3 with a water diversion

· Debbie Sebura-166 East View Dr.-trees issue-informed the resident that the trees are on her property and recommended her to a tree service

· Nathan Smith-bridge on Clair Road -worried about water getting behind the abutment of the bridge-we didn't see a problem at this time 

· Rich Phillips-property on E. Franklin Street-severe erosion problem behind his building-gave him a price for rock-will set up when he gets the money

· Tracy Frost-Cottage Drive West off of Route 352-just purchased a home on the Chemung River-trees down/significant erosion behind her home-put her in contact with the Army Corps of Engineers

· Dave Morgan property on Hill Drive off Johnson Hollow Road-erosion problem-need to get him a quote

· Daniel Rao -Town of Southport -erosion problem -gave him a quote on rock-he will call us back

· Catharine Valley Trail met with Scott Shaw about finishing up a section 

· Old Chemung Canal -White property there is a tree limb across Canal-Mark/Wes & Village will get out 

· Hickory Grove Road-James Taylor Property-concern about runoff water from the new concrete ditch system just put in-Andy Avery referred him to the District 

· Town of Big Flats -Hibbard Road stream site 

· Mudlick Creek on Sagetown Road with USC -berm removal project 

· Dam inspections of all five dams with David Walowksy from NRCS, Mark Richer, Wes Radford, and DEC's Dam Safety Coordinator -mowing will start in July

· Mr. Mitchell, Town of Chemung-referred by Andy Avery

· Upper Susquehanna Coalition-USC

· Attended a meeting with USC on May 20, 2022

· Grant opportunity -submitted a grant for Pierre Bouthyette for stream bank stabilization-1st time- 
· Best Management Practices (BMPs)-Emily Dekar spent a morning with me to show me how this program works-USC will reimburse Districts up to $7,400.00 to go out and check on the BMPs at selected farms

· Finger Lakes Lake Ontario Watershed Protection Alliance FLLOWPA

· Attended the Full Board meeting on May 24, 2022-

· Closed out and submitted paperwork for the contract year 2020/2021 -District due $22,300.00

· Met with the Federation of Sportsmen

· Paul Perine, John Aikman, and Mike met with Mark Richer and me to let the District know they want to keep partnering with the District and to discuss what projects we could do together   

· NYS DEC WQIP Webinar -May 17 

· Discussed the next WQIP round of funding available

· Looking to submit for road ditch/streams

· Certified letter sent to Mr. Hyder Hussain regarding the audit finding of overpayment to Mark Watts, as well as the lease on the cabin-letter received by his office on 05/16/2022-I have not heard anything from his office

· Spoke to Civil Service-My position and I would say Nikole's as well is considered permanent with provisional status-until the test is taken, we are not afforded due process under Civil Service

· Submitted payroll certification to Civil Service for the District and Stormwater Team 
· A staff meeting was held on June 6, 2022

· Sent information to Shirley Hendershott and Mary Beth Jansen to see if they would be interested in setting up an interview for District Clerk position-Shirley Hendershott declined

· I spoke to Michelle Podolec from CCE on Ag Promotion 

· I attended Erin Woodfest on Saturday, June 4th-spoke to twenty-three people 

· Letter to Governor Hochul-regarding Proposed Changes to the Protection of Water Regulatory Program-if passed would hold up work within streams-DEC

· Attending Emergency Stream Intervention Training in Steuben County -Jeff Parker-SWCD-June 27th-June 30th 

· Prepared information for Ag Promotion transfer 
· GST Boces Matt Bryant called to see if they could put in an observation hive at the cabin-J. Klose discussed checking with the insurance company to make sure this is something that could be done-county may have an issue with this as well-check with the county attorney
· Thank you letter from David Sullivan, Town of Elmira, for the lumber that Mark Richer cut for their garden beds

District Technician (Mark Richer):  
· Assisted with the tire collection day

· Wesley Radford, the summer intern, is back. Making this his third year

· Attended a Spotted Lanternfly conference-four traps set within the county 

· Cut lumber for garden beds, sign for Route 14 parking area, Vietnam Traveling Wall 
· Met with Federation of Sportsmen to discuss partnership
· Dam inspections/debris removal

· Assisted with a Riparian Buffer project on a farm in Van Etten with the post pounder 

· Equipment ready for mowing of dams/Big Flats
· Built rain barrels

· Removed debris and beaver dam from Old Chemung Canal

· Built ten bat houses for River Friends 

· Manure Spreader on RIT Auctions-used one time-cost was $18,000.00 paid through FLLOWPA funds-this is the second time it has been on auction and not getting much money for the bid-
· D. Boor motioned not to accept less than $14,000.00 at this point. J. Klose seconded it. All in favor and carried.
PJ Emerick, Associate Environmental Analyst:
General Updates

Suspension of In-Person Meeting Requirement: The COOG memo permitting the continuation of remote meetings can be found here, https://opengovernment.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2022/04/oml-videoconferencing-amendments-041122.pdf 

NYS SWCC News
SWCC Meeting: The next meeting of the NYS Soil and Water Conservation Committee is scheduled for 10 am on Tuesday, June 21. The meeting will take place video conference with various in person options available. A detailed meeting agenda will be available shortly.

Director Training: A reminder that I am available to present training modules to your Board of Directors. Most notably the District Law training module which is training required every 3 years under Performance Measure 1. Please reach out to me if you have any training needs. Additionally, the District Law training module is available to complete virtually via VIMEO: https://vimeo.com/446525792
Other Events

Training Opportunity - Seeking Competition in Procurement: The Office of the State Comptroller's Legal Division will discuss legal requirements for competitive bidding, including statutory amendments to the General Municipal Law § 103 and various exceptions to the bidding requirements. Wed, June 22, 10:00 am - 11:00 am. Register here, https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7510609320095018509 

2022 NY Soil Health and Climate Resiliency Field Days: The NY Soil Health Alliance Group will convene a series of Soil Health & Climate Resiliency Field Day's throughout the State during 2022. Registration is now live for the July 13 event at Rodman Lott Farms (Seneca County) and the July 20 orchard event at Sullivan Orchards (Clinton County). Visit, www.fielddays.newyorksoilhealth.org for more information and to register. 

Other Funding Assistance

NYS Farmland Protection Implementation Grants Round 18 - Conservation Easement Projects – A reminder that these applications are taken on a rolling basis. The intent of the grant program is to fund the implementation of certain farmland protection activities intended to maintain the economic viability of the State's agricultural industry and its supporting land base and to protect the environmental and landscape preservation values associated with agriculture. For more information about applying, please visit, https://agriculture.ny.gov/land-and-water/rfa-0238-farmland-protection-implementation-grants-round-18-conservation-easement
NYS Great Lakes Small Grants Program: New York Sea Grant, in partnership with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC), announced $400,000 in grant funding is now available for Great Lakes ecosystem-based management projects in support of the Great Lakes Action Agenda, and other plans. For more information, visit: https://small-grants-program-ccegeomaps.hub.arcgis.com/ Applications are due by July 1 at 4:30pm.

NYS Water Quality Improvement Program:  The Water Quality Improvement Project (WQIP) grant application period is open through July 29, 2022. A total of at least $75 million is available for projects that include: Nonagricultural Nonpoint Source Abatement and Control; Land Acquisition for Source Water Protection; Salt Storage; Aquatic Connectivity Restoration and; Marine District Habitat Restoration. Apply using the Consolidated Funding Application, https://apps.cio.ny.gov/apps/cfa/ 
AEM training on June 23, 2022 Tomkins County
Anything to Come before the Board:   
M. Smith reported on the Stormwater Team -Legislature approved additional funding for the remainder of the year Stormwater Educator's position for $38,750.00 
J. Verrgni-discussed that Larson's Design will be looking for letters of support for the grant from the Stormwater Team as well as the District 

Motion to enter into Executive Session made by D. Gunderman @ 1:38 pm and seconded by B. Hyland. All in favor and carried
Present: Chair Thomas Rhodes, Treasurer James Bush, County Legislators Mike Smith, and Brian Hyland, Assistant Chair Dave Boor, Dick Gunderman, Joel Klose, and District Manager, Karen Tillotson 
Motion to come out of Executive Session was made at 1:58 pm by M. Smith. J. Bush seconded. All in favor and carried 
Present: Chair Thomas Rhodes, Treasurer James Bush, County Legislators Mike Smith, and Brian Hyland, Assistant Chair Dave Boor, Dick Gunderman, Joel Klose, and District Manager, Karen Tillotson 

 A motion to adjourn was made @ 2:09 pm by J. Bush and seconded by D. Gunderman    
Respectfully submitted by Karen Tillotson
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