
Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District Minutes
Tuesday, March 8th, 2022 @ District Office 
1:00 PM 
Present:

Tom Rhodes- Chair  





Karen Tillotson –District Manager

Jim Bush-Treasurer




          
Mark Richer-District Technician 
Brian Hyland-Legislator-arrived @ 1:10

                    
Nikole Watts-Educator
Dave Boor-Treasurer-Excused




Jessica Verrigni-Stormwater Management Specialist 
          
                  
Joel Klose-Grange-Excused 
                       




Dick Gunderman-Excused 
     
Mike Smith   -Legislator 

 The monthly meeting of the Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District was called to order by Chair Tom Rhodes at 1:10 PM.  
Approval of the Minutes:   J. Bush motioned to approve the February 2022 minutes with the amendment of removing the sentence "and the Ag Society would reimburse the District.” B. Hyland seconded. All in favor and carried.  
File the February Treasurer's Report for Audit:     J. Bush motioned to file the February treasurer's report for audit. M. Smith seconded. All in favor. Motion carried.  
Approval of the Bills:   J. Bush motioned to approve the list of bills as presented. B. Hyland seconded. All in favor. Motion carried. 
District Manager's Report-  
· Visited Beckhorn Hollow Road Van Etten-Eve's Cidery -Met with USC-regarding a Riparian  Buffer Project 

· Met with Capabilities regarding the office cleaning

· Met with the Town's of Southport/Baldwin regarding the Stream Program

· Compost annual report submitted 

· Baker Creek repair job completed in Van Etten on Wyncoop Creek Road

· Tree Removal Route 223

· Attended zoom training on Emergency Stream Intervention -training through USC

· Newsletter at the printers 

· Met Vern Phleps-Town of Catlin regarding Route 414 diversion ditch and Brian Craven stream project on Schoonover Farm

· Met with CCE on Ag Promotions

· Met with Marty Village of Elmira Heights regarding flooding on Kentucky Ave 

· Calls for stream issues:

· Brian Craven for Schoonover Farm 

· Cleveland Hill Box Culvert

· Mudlick Creek Sage Town Road 

· Ben Buck Property

· Sue Ridall

· John Brooks-Breadsley Hollow Road 

· Evelyn Avaliano -Sage Town Road 

· Rebecca Best-Van Etten

· Birch Hill Creek-Town of Veteran

· Moved into office

· Information on getting a part-time clerk-

· Monthly paperwork 
· Performance Measurer Part C received $122,005.26

· Countywide Stream Program

· Municipalities are billed once in January for the stream program-Town of Big Flats, only paid ½ of their invoice-B. Hyland made a resolution to send Big Flats back their check with a letter stating the invoice will be paid in full or equipment is not to be used by the Town. J. Bush seconded. All in favor and carried.  
· Annual Training Session going on the next two weeks
· Office Phone System:
· We discussed the quote submitted by CPE Link to upgrade the current phone system. M. Smith made a motion to go with CPE Link to upgrade the current phone system. J. Bush seconded the motion. All in favor and carried. 
· Pathways, Inc. -Contacted by Pathways to see if the District would like to partner with them to have individuals volunteer to assist the District. Example-stuffing envelopes, sweeping out garage bays, etc. Will need to discuss their insurance policy and have the County additionally insured
· 2022 D5 Dozer-Steuben County SWCD has agreed to purchase the D6 2018 CAT dozer from the District for $240,000.00. A new D5 2022 dozer is $281,789.00.  The cost for the new dozer would be $41,789.00 to purchase a new D5 2022 dozer. J. Bush made a motion to approve the purchase of the 2022 D5 dozer. M. Smith seconded. All in favor and carried.  
District Technician (Mark Richer):  
· Items at Sold at Auction:

· Box Trailer-

 $950.00

· Air Compressor-
$1,475.00

· Batwing Mower-
$4,950.00

· 
Aerway-

$2,500.00

· Kuhn Manure Spreader-bid came in at $12,100.00-paid $18,000.00.  The machine only used a once-rejected bid, and we will look into selling it at a later date

· Soil Group Worksheets

· Completed 38 parcels for 23 landowners

· Built Wood Duck Nesting Boxes
· Vehicle Maintenance

· CAT Rock Truck maintenance-2-turbo's were bad, and the manifold busted-working with a company through the County DPW to get repaired at the cost of $14,774.38  

· Lumber requests-Town of Elmira, Big Flats, decking for trailer-working with Robert Brill from the Vietnam Vets-Moving Wall coming to Eldridge weekend of July 4th-donated Blue Bird Boxes and cut lumber 160-10's 
District Educator's Report (Nikole Watts):  
· February 9, 2022: MS4 Permit reviewing and working meeting

· 35 participants 

· Reviewed MS4 Permit and compiled comments for the letter to DEC due March 22. 

· February 10, 2022 

· Met with Shawn Lapierre from Veteran on MS4 Permit

· February 11, 2022

· Farmland Protection held a training

· 17 participants

· Pesticide training

· Succession planning

· Preservation

· Farmland Protection Plan 

· Grant for a farmland protection plan 

· Notice for a grant submitted to the Executive office and Legislators. 

· The grant will be discussed at the next legislative meeting. After notice is approved, the grant will be submitted to Ag and Markets 

· Village of Horseheads Meeting


· Met with Nate Nagel and Jessica on the Stormwater program

· Legislator Meeting

· Attended the legislature meeting where Jessica presented 

· MS4 Permit Coalition meeting

· Attended a meeting for the Permit with all the coalitions

· Cornell local roads webinar

· Submitted 50 address to Cornell local road 

· Rain Barrel Pick up

· Went with Todd to Seneca foods to pick up rain barrels

· 4 Hour Course

· Paperwork for the Boces classes

· April 14 training for contractors and Municipalities

· Met with Cymbrowitz (Assemblyman from Brooklyn) 

· Went over the MS4 Permit and asked for his support on comments to DEC 

· Ewaste: 

· Another successful event, waiting on the bill 

· Sign for parking lot

· Sign was completed 

· Waiting for better weather to get the sign up in the parking lot

· MS4 Permit 

· Working on letter with Jessica to submit to DEC on Permit 

· Dropped off letter and permit to Veteran 

· March 7,2022 

· Trained on some of the finances   

· Upcoming: 

Cohen Middle

1. 7 visits to the after-school program 

Training 

2. I signed up for some training from the water quality symposium ( next two weeks)

3. March 17 I will be attending a meeting at Big Flats Community Center to meet with Omara, Palmesano and Friends on the MS4 Permit. 

4. Planning Annual Meeting 

April 20 

5. Stem Night at Horseheads Middle School 

· March 24 6:30 to 8:30 

· Bringing the Enviroscape 

6. Parley Coburn 

· March 28 

· 8:30 to 10:30 (4 classes) 

· 12:30 to 1:20 (2 Classes) 

7. Diven elementary 

· 8:15 to 1:15 (5 classes) 

8. Farm land protection 

· Working group 

· Setting up trainings  
Plan to hold an adult workshops in early spring 

Upgraded the stormwater website

Won the Synergy Award through the County Youth Bureau
Chemung County EMC:  - Not present and no report submitted
Stormwater Management Specialist (Jessica Verrigni)Liaison between SWT & District 
· NYS DEC WQIP Grant -Stormwater Mapping granted extended through December 31 of  2024.
· Draft MS4 Permit out for general comments. The submission time was extended to March 22 to get these in to DEC.  A workshop regarding the comments held with the municipalities. Jessica is working on the comments that each municipality will sign on to, which is going to be a beefy response, as there were a lot of changes. Jessica  discussed new permit the NYS Stormwater Coalitions, is also looking from support from the State Assembly and Senate. A lot of working into this from Jessica's end. The current Permit is from 2010.  
· Another concern is the Stormwater Team's budget. Jessica has been busy meeting with municipalities to discuss the subsequent Inter-Municipal Agreement and what the budget will look like. All seem to be in favor of the proposed plan. Jessica presented at the Legislature and received a thank you note from Mr. Manchester. The meeting held with Mr. Moss was requested by Andy Aver, Stormwater Chair. Jessica gave the board a copy of the proposed budget. Total of $400,208.00 with $200,000.00 from the County and would increase by 3% each year. Most municipalities did not realize there has not been an increase since 2008. 
· 4 Hour Erosion & Sediment course taught at Boces.

· Kristin Griffiths is working on the mitigation grant to get reimbursement for Jimmie Joe's time.

· Continue to do project/development meetings. 

Anything to Come before the Board:   N/A

Motion to enter into Executive Session made by B. Hyland @ 2:07 PM. Seconded by  J. Bush.
Present: Chair Thomas Rhodes, Treasurer James Bush, County Legislators Mike Smith and Brian Hyland with District Manager, Karen Tillotson 
Motion to come out of Executive Session was made at 2:14 PM by M. Smith. J. Bush seconded. 

Present: Chair Thomas Rhodes, Treasurer James Bush, County Legislators Mike Smith and Brian Hyland with District Manager, Karen Tillotson
 A motion to adjourn was made @ 2:17 PM by B. Hyland and seconded by J. Bush.    
Respectfully submitted by Karen Tillotson
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