
Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District Minutes
Tuesday, May 10th, 2022 @ District Office 
1:00 PM 
Present:

Tom Rhodes- Chair  





Karen Tillotson –District Manager

Jim Bush-Treasurer




          
Mark Richer-District Technician -not present
Brian Hyland-Legislator

                    


Nikole Watts-Educator 
Dave Boor-Treasurer 




Jessica Verrigni-Stormwater Management Specialist 
          
                  
Joel Klose-Grange-Excused 
                       




Dick Gunderman-
     
Mike Smith   -Legislator 

 The monthly Meeting of the Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District was called to order by Chair Tom Rhodes at 12:58 PM.  
Approval of the Minutes:   Correction to the April 12th, 2022 minutes. Motion to accept Mark Watts' resignation, not registration as the consultant, was made by D. Gunderman and secondedby J. Bush. All in favor and carried. B. Hyland motioned to approve the April 12th, 2022 minutes with the correction. D. Gunderman secondedit. All in favor and carried. 
File the April Treasurer's Report for Audit:     J. Bush motioned to file the April treasurer's Report for audit. D. Boor seconded. All in favor. Motion carried.  
Approval of the Bills:   D. Gunderman motioned to approve the list of bills as presented. J. Bush seconded. All in favor. Motion carried. 
District Manager's Report-  
· Monthly payroll-payroll taxes-bills-receipts-bank deposits -minutes/monthly financial report (District/Stormwater)
· The audit took place on April 18th & 19th -supplied Information 

· Site Visits 

· Floyd Schutts-Chambers Road stream erosion 

· Mike Fitzpatrick -Latta Brook Road stream erosion 

· Burch Hill Road Town of Veteran-road ditch

· Scott Shaw-Catherine Valley Trail project 

· Sage Town Road -Justin Rose-diversion ditch

· Cornell-off Wyncoop Creek Road -erosion 

· Met with Bob Eastwood from Van Etten on two projects-creek/culvert replacement 

· County Road 60 -erosion issue Todd assisted DPW 

· Van Etten Farm-District assisted USC with the post pounder and operator to install post on farm
· Mark Richer and I met with Mike Lovegreen from the Upper Susquehanna Coalition for stream training 

· Jimmie Joe and I had a conference with Zane Brown for a culvert on his property 

· Picked up trees/packed trees/tree pickup date was April 22nd 

· Met with Kristen Card regarding FEMA grants 

· Cornell Local Road -discussion of road ditch flyer 

· Bob Brill-Moving Wall -district donated Blue Bird Boxes/cut lumber for the frame

· Copied on letters Chris Moss mailed to District Board thanking them for their time served and that he is reviewing candidates for appointment to the board -The District Board of Directors was approved with their terms from Resolution No-22-076-M. Smith informed the board that the County Legislature passed local law the Legislature appoints the SWCD District Board, not the County Executive
· Tire Day this Saturday-setup with Seneca Meadow to haul tires-30 landowners-Town of Van Etten did their tire day and collected 840 tires-

· Information on Stormwater Team 

· I was on vacation from April 29th-May 9th-thanks to Mark Richer for his assistance while I was away

District Technician (Mark Richer):  
· District Tree Program - pickup date was April 22nd -100 orders with a profit of about $1,400.00
· Fish Program was May 6th with twenty-two orders -profit of about $500.00

· Met with Steve Renko from Southport about a drainage issue on Smith Road -should be resolved

· Cutting lumber-Town of Elmira’s Garden beds

· Preparing for Tire Day May 14th  

· D25 Off Road Dump Truck was fixed at a lower cost than expected-County Highway helped with this

· Putting in fence post for a riparian buffer project on a farm-working on an adaptor for the post pounder  
District Educator's Report (Nikole Watts):  
· Annual Meeting presentation

· Zoom meeting with Assemblymember Epstein

· Walking trail for Chemung River Meeting

· Career Day Notre Dame High school

· Went and got MS4 signatures for the annual Report

· Annual Report

· Envirothon at Tioga County

· GST Boces brought 4 teams
Elmira High School
o 50 students

· Meeting with Assemblymember Simpson on MS4 permit
Worked Erin Tire Day
Cohen After school program

· Made fish order phone calls for people to remember to pick up their orders
Highway Association Meeting

· Spoke about Electronic Recycling Event
Fish Sale

· Tire Day Registration

· Updating Dam Emergency Action plans

· Due to DEC change in staff & adding NRCS
Farmland protection plan grant
Road Ditch Trifold

· Upcoming:

· Pine City School
2 online trainings
Electronic recycling event

· Registration starts on May 24th
Parley Coburn
Summer programs

· 7 cohesion sites- 3 town of Southport sites

· Working with assemblymember to write a sign on letter to set up a meeting with DEC on the
MS4 permit.

· Mapping with Jessica

Stormwater Management Specialist (Jessica Verrigni)Liaison between SWT & District 
Construction Sites Active and/or winding down:

o Villa's SFH (Village of Horseheads) - Inspected 4/11/22
o Horseheads Hotel-Best Western (Village of Horseheads)- Inspected 4/11/22
o Barrington West Lots 54, 83, & 84 (Town of Horseheads)- Inspected 4/11/22
o Hilliard Warehouse (City of Elmira)- Inspected 4/11/22
o WellNOW (City of Elmira)- Inspected 4/11/22
o Hunter's Run (Town of Horseheads)- Inspected 4/11/22
o Hulett Well Reclamation (Town of Veteran)
o Lant Well Reclamation (Town of Veteran)

o Preferred Landscape (Town of Big Flats)- Inspected 4/11/22, 5/10/2022
o Lot #13 Hibbard Subdivision (Town of Big Flats)- Inspected 4/11/22, 5/5/2022
o Rte. 13 Connector Road Project (Chemung County)-lnspected 5/10/2022
o Mark Twain Riverfront Park (City of Elmira)- Inspected 4/28/22
o Fairport Ridge (Town of Horseheads)
o Hickory Grove Solar (Town of Horseheads)

o NEXAMP Solar Project Yawger Road (Town of Big Flats)- Pre-construction meeting 5/5/2022

WQIP Mapping Grant-
o No progress

· DRAFT MS4 SPDES General Permit -

o Virtual Meeting Assemblymember's EpsteinStaff (Environmental Committee)
o Virtual Meeting Assemblymember Simpson (Environmental Committee)

· STORMWATER TEAM BUDGET- No update

· MS4 Annual Report 2021-2022

o Completed annual Report and submitted to each MS4 to be put out for public comment. No comments
received to date.

o Report will need to be submitted by June 1st.

· Post Construction Stormwater Inspections Performed

o U Haul (Town Horseheads) 2- Undgerground Infiltration, 2-Bioretention, 1- retention basin-report
complete

o Hunt Center (County owned) Swales- Report complete
o Bush Road Compressor Station 1- Pond and 1- Bioretention- report complete
o Chemung Supply- infiltration basin

· Outfall Inspections
       County 18
       Elmira (T) 8

· 4 Hour Erosion & Sediment Control Course held and 55 attended.

· Annual Meeting- organization and presentation for Chemung Stormwater Team Annual meeting
· Drone video of Catherine Valley Bike Path for County website.

· City of Elmira

o 5th St. & Benjamin St- soil stockpile concern John McCracken asked me to look into,
o Put together drainage maps for Anchor Glass

o Washington Street School- attended meeting regarding upcoming project and stormwater infrastructure
discharging to combined sewer system.
· Town of Big Flats

o Met with the Town and representatives from Williams Toyota and Horseheads Pick-A-Part regarding
drainage concerns pick-a-part has. Surveyed drainage channel along Fisherville Road and provided the
data to Robert Switala, Engineer for Town of Big Flats,
o Illicit discharge complaint investigation of Auto Valet concrete washed onto ground,
o Jason Thompson Owen Hollow- drainage visit to answer questions

Town of Horseheads

o Met with Big Flats and Horseheads behind Kohl's to discuss drainage and the need for maintenance of
drainage swales.

o Reviewed Hickory Grove Solar Farm's plan for dewatering site and doing soil restoration to achieve final
stabilization.

· Village of Horseheads

o Met with Code office and Manager regarding future development in the HOST Facility.

· Town of Veteran

o Put together cost of installing the sediment basin at the DPW facility in 2021 for Town Board member
o Met with Town Board members to discuss Hazard Mitigation grant for Burch Hill Road

· Chemung County DPW

o Drone photos of compost facility

o Illicit discharge complaint of concrete washed onto ground at Hickory Grove Rd improvement project.

Reached out to County and they addressed item with their contractor
· Route 13 Connector Road project drone photos and inspection

Anything to Come before the Board:   N/A

Motion to enter into Executive Session made by M. Smith @ 1:20 PM and secondedby B. Hyland.  All in favor and carried
Present: Chair Thomas Rhodes, Treasurer James Bush, County Legislators Mike Smith and Brian Hyland, Assistant Chair Dave Boor, Dick Gunderman, and District Manager, Karen Tillotson 
Motion to come out of Executive Session was made at 2:04 PM by M. Smith. J. Bush seconded. All in favor and carried.
Present: Chair Thomas Rhodes, Treasurer James Bush, County Legislators Mike Smith and Brian Hyland, Assistant Chair Dave Boor, Dick Gunderman, and District Manager, Karen Tillotson
M. Smith made a motion to refer to County Attorney, M. Hyder Hussain, to get his advice on the audit find of over payment of sick-time to Mr. Watts and how to address the situation.  D. Boor Seconded. All in favor and carried. 
M. Smith made a motion to return Nikole Watts to the Stormwater Team’s payroll and office as the Stormwater Educator.  B. Hyland Seconded.  All in favor and carried.  

M. Smith made a motion for the provisional District Manager to contract the Civil Service Dept. for direction on how to move forward with this appointment pending the examination.  D. Gunderman Seconded.  All in favor and carried. 
 A motion to adjourn was made @ 2:09 PM by J. Bush and secondedby D. Gunderman    
Respectfully submitted by Karen Tillotson
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