
Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District Minutes
Tuesday, June 13th, 2023 @ District Office -851 Chemung St. Horseheads 
Present:

Tom Rhodes- Chair 





Karen Tillotson –District Manager

Jim Bush-Treasurer




          
Mark Richer-District Technician                   
Dave Boor-Vice-Chair



          
Diane Stage – Secretary/Assistant Treasurer                  
David Stow-Grange 
                       



Paul Saunders - Guest
Dick Gunderman-Excused 
     



P.J. Emerick of A&M - Guest
Mike Smith - Excused 
Lawana Morse-Legislator (excused 1:35 p.m.)
 The monthly meeting of the Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District was called to order by Chair Thomas Rhodes at 1:00 PM.  

1. Approval of the Minutes:  D. Boor motioned to approve the May minutes as presented.  J. Bush seconded it. All in favor and carried.   
2. File the April treasurer's Report for Audit:    D. Boor motioned to approve the May’s treasurer's report for audit.  J. Bush seconded it. All in favor and carried.  
3. Approval of the list of Bills:  Briefly discussed an explanation of the District’s long-term barter agreement with the County for fuel/supplies.   J. Bush motioned to approve the list of bills as presented and seconded by 
D. Stow. All in favor and carried.  
4. Contract w/Southern Tier Central Regional Planning & Development Board: Total ask of $9K to aid in the update of the Chemung County Water Quality Strategy Plan.  Use $9K from the District’s Part C funds.  Upper Susquehanna Coalition to reimburse the District $5K, therefore the District’s contribution is $4K total.  J. Bush motioned to approve. D. Stow seconded the motion.  All in favor and carried.
5. Stormwater Team & Ag Promotion-
· The District was advised by the Commissioner of the DPW that payroll period ending June 14th, 2023, was the last payroll for the Stormwater Team to be managed by the District
· Disposition of Stormwater Team Vehicles – Surplus to DPW, remove plates and take off the District’s insurance policy the 2006 Ford Pick-up, 2009 Trail Blazer and 2012 Jeep.  D. Stow motioned to approve.  D. Boor seconded the motion.  All in favor and carried.  

· Emriver Trailer and Emriver Model – keep these two items and lend out upon request.  D. Stow motioned to approve.  D. Boor seconded the motion.  All in favor and carried.

· Stormwater Education Trailer – has Soil and Water plates.  Purchased by Stormwater and paid for by FLLOWPA grant $4,487.00.  County wants it transferred to them.  Checking to see if FLLOWPA would need to be paid back.  Will report on at next meeting.
· DEC Mapping Grant – cannot transfer to Stormwater as it is under the District’s name.  The grant was extended to end 12/31/2024; District will not request another extension.
· Ag Promotion – stay with DPW
· E-Waste – stay with Soil & Water; County funds
6.  District Manager’s Report –  5/12 – 6/2/2023 – Will be on file in the book of minutes.
7. District Technician's Report- 5/16/2023 to 6/12/2023
· Coordinated and ran a Fishing Station at Conservation Field Days
· Installed spotted lantern fly traps for monitoring 4 locations

· Hydro-seed for County DPW on Veteran Hill Rd., Pennsylvania Ave., Watercure and Gravel Pit

· Helped Kristen Griffiths find the location of County land for Game of Logging training

· Finished interviews for Technician position

· Walked stream on Rt.414 in Catlin to look at drainage issues

· Cut lumber

· Started to prep mowing equipment

· Requested to Surplus large Printer/Plotter 19 yrs. old. Do not use it.  Needs repair; obsolete by today’s standards. Paid $10,786 in 2004.  D Boor motioned to approve request to surplus the unit. D. Stow seconded the motion.  All in favor and carried.
· Request to purchase a new shed for file storage. Spend up to $6K.  D. Stow motioned to approve request.  J. Bush seconded the motion.  All in favor and carried.

Anything to Come before the Board:

· Contract with Cornell Cooperative Extension – the contract was reviewed by The Halpin Firm who advised it was acceptable as written.  Request was made to enter into the contract.  J. Bush motioned to approve the request.  D. Stow seconded it.  All in favor and carried.
· P.J. Emerick of A&M touched upon topics that were on the State Committee Report, sent out on 6/5, that may provide opportunities for funding and be of interest.  
· District Director Position – Ernie Evans is going through the approval process and hopefully will join the August Board Meeting.  Paul Saunders is to be kept on a list to be considered for a future open position.    
· Bank Report CD info – description to be revised to include the maturity date
· Big Flats Mowing – the town of Big Flats asked S&W to mow 15-18 places twice a year.  It was proposed to enter into a contract with Big Flats for $20K a year.  D. Stow motioned to approve the proposal.  J. Bush seconded it.  All in favor and carried.
A motion to adjourn Regular Session was made @ 1:50 PM by T. Rhodes and seconded by D. Boor   
8.  Executive Session: Motion made by D. Boor to enter into Executive Session at 1:51 p.m..  Seconded by J. Bush.  Attendance:  T. Rhodes, J. Bush, D. Boor, D. Stow, K. Tillotson, M. Richer                                                                                                                             Personnel Discussion – no action taken
A motion was made to adjourn Executive Session and enter back into regular session at 2:35 p.m. by J. Bush and seconded by D. Boor Attendance:  T. Rhodes, J. Bush, D. Boor, D. Stow, K. Tillotson, M. Richer
· New Technician/Educator hire – Craig Johnson  A motion was made by D. Boor and seconded by J. Bush to approve the hire of Craig Johnson.  All in favor and carried
A motion to adjourn Regular Session was made @ 2:40 PM by T. Rhodes and seconded by D. Boor   
 Respectfully submitted by Diane Stage[image: image1.png]




