Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District Minutes
March 12th 2019, 1:00 PM @ District Office 
Present:

Kenneth Bush –Chairman 


          Mark W. Watts-District Manager

Brian Hyland-Legislator-Excused 

         Karen Tillotson –Secretary/Asst. Treas.  
Tom Rhodes- Assistance Chair 

         Jennifer Trimber-EMC 
Dave Boor-Treasurer

                                 
Joel Klose-Grange-Excused
         
                       
Dick Gunderman-Excused 
     
John Pastrick   -Legislator 

 The monthly meeting of the Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District was called to order by Chairman, Kenneth Bush at 1:00 P.M.  

Approval of the Minutes:   A motion was made by T. Rhodes to approve the February minutes as mailed.  Seconded by J. Pastrick. All in favor and carried.  
File the February Treasurer’s Report for Audit:     A motion was made by J. Pastrick to file the February treasurer’s report for audit.  Seconded by T. Rhodes.  All in favor and carried.  
Approval of the Bills:   A motion was made by D. Boor to approve the list of bills as present.  Seconded by T. Rhodes.   All in favor and carried. 
District Manager’s Report-  
·  Inter-Seeder-check went out to vendor for the purchase of the seeder and payment has been reimbursed by Schuyler Co. SWCD.  Hope to seeder delivered in June. 
· Newsletter is complete and has been mailed out -discussed there were a few problems with the newsletter-mail look for a new provider next year
· Bentley Creek-met with David Manchester, Chris Moss, and Rodney Strange regarding the Bentley Creek Plan and discussed moving forward.  They all agreed with moving forward-Met with NRCS, Pa/NY and stated there is funding available-will talk with Ashland and the Village  
· NYACD -Discussed that they passed a policy regarding the “cutout” funding that Chemung/Steuben/Schuyler received from the EPF line – the way it was presented in the budget made it look as if the Districts were taking away from other Districts, however, this was not the case-The policy is stating that “cutouts” should not happen and that all  District should get   even portion of funding-Mark discussed with the board that the District pays $1,500 in dues each year-may discuss this for next year’s budget
· RiverFriends -Requesting donations for the “Chemung River Sojourn” which is designed to show off the river and the communities along the way-discussed that they are looking for a donation of $500.00 and this would be split three ways between Ag Promotion/District/Stormwater Team- Motion was made by J. Pastrick to split $500.00 three ways for the donation to RiverFriends for the “Chemung River Showjourn”.  Seconded by T. Rhodes.  All in favor and carried.  
· Norris Bridgemen Milk Bottle Collection -Discussed that Norris agreed on a price of $4,000.00 for the milk bottle collection.  Requested $500.00 from the District towards the purchase of the collection.  T. Rhodes suggested to discuss with Dale Bryant to see if the Farmer’s Museum would be willing to put in towards the purchase.  A motion was made by D. Boor to put $500.00 ($166.67 each) towards the bottle collection from the District.  Seconded by J. Pastrick Jr. All in favor and carried.  
· Cloth Bags-met with political folks about funding for cloth bags- plastic bag restrictions that could be forthcoming-and that we are working on getting bags that would advertise ag in Chemung County-more information to follow
·  FEMA information was uploaded to the portal 
· Water Quality Symposium-Mark will be a presenter at this event on Emergency Situations and how District are involved 
· Twin Tier Expo-event went well 
· Jackson Creek Dam -Working with Silverline on fixing the gate at Jackson Creek Dam 
· Tub Grinder-received a request from the Village of Watkins Glen to take the grinder up to do some work-send in a quote of $8,000.00 for the work-spoke with Chris Moss on this and he was fine with it 
· Grant Proposal with Schuyler Co.-to purchase a new Hydro-seeder- A motion was made by J. Pastrick to declare the 2002 hydro-seeder surplus and to put it on the Roy Titsworth Auction, as well as purchasing the new Hydro-seeder at a cost not to exceed $60,855.25. Seconded by T. Rhodes.  All in favor and carried. 
· Surplus of Old Tools-2 Dewalt Cordless Drills and 1 Lindon Cordless Grease Gun-A motion was made by T. Rhodes to declare the above listed items as surplus and to discard.  Seconded by J. Pastrick.  All in favor and carried.  
District Conservationist’s Report – Not present and no report submitted 
Chemung County EMC:  -  
· Working on a small Lead Grant to help the Lead Coalition going
· EMC is participating in Climate Smart Workshops

· Reviewing Adopt the Highway Agreements and also doing some advertising for the program 

· Answer Environmental Questions that come in and recently have received a few calls on the Emerald Ash Borer

Anything to Come before the Board:    
Soil Workshop will be held on March 20th, 2019 
NYACD -J. Pastrick will be assisting with audit of the books 

 A motion to adjourn was made @ 1:36 PM by J. Pastrick and seconded by T. Rhodes.     
Respectfully submitted by: Karen Tillotson
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