Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District Minutes
April 9th, 2019, 1:00 PM @ District Office 
Present:

Kenneth Bush –Chairman 


        Mark W. Watts-District Manager

Brian Hyland-Legislator-Excused 

         Karen Tillotson –Secretary/Asst. Treas.  
Tom Rhodes- Assistance Chair 

         Jennifer Trimber-EMC 
Dave Boor-Treasurer

                                 Elena Steele-NRCS
Joel Klose-Grange-Excused
         
                       
Dick Gunderman-Excused 
     
John Pastrick   -Legislator 

 The monthly meeting of the Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District was called to order by Chairman, Kenneth Bush at 1:06 P.M.  

Approval of the Minutes:   A motion was made by J. Pastrick approve the March minutes as mailed.  Seconded by T. Rhodes. All in favor and carried.  
File the March Treasurer’s Report for Audit:     A motion was made by D. Boor to file the March treasurer’s report for audit.  Seconded by T. Rhodes.  All in favor and carried.  
2018 Annual Audit by Insero Inc. Discussed the issue of employee’s separation pay.  

A motion was made by J. Pastrick and seconded by D. Boor to accept the 2018 audit as presented.  
Approval of the Bills:   A motion was made by D. Boor to approve the list of bills as present.  Seconded by T. Rhodes.   All in favor and carried. 
District Manager’s Report-  
· Bentley Creek Watershed:  Met with sponsors and all agreed to move forward with the PL-566 Watershed Project.  Informed Heather in Pa to look at plan from 2012 to be sure it’s all current-NYS would have a diversion dike and two road closures -seven homes that would need to be bought out in 2012 the whole plan would have cost 3.1 million dollars -this has been on hold as the federal government didn’t put money into the program-the County must sign on as well to move forward -Mark would be willing to take directors on a tour if they would like to go
·  Hydro-Seeder:  through a grant with Jerry Verrigni the District is getting a new Hydro-Seeder, which will be delivered this Friday.  The older seeder, which is a 2002, is out for bid on RTI Auction   and the auction ends tonight
· Village of Watkins Glen: requested from the Village to have the table grinder up to do some work 

· Electronic Waste Collection:  Next event is scheduled for April 13th with 275 signed up-next event is scheduled for April 27th -municipalities, if they pick up any televisions can take them directly to ReAct
· Stormwater Team Annual Meeting:  The annual meeting is scheduled for April 17th @ the Big Flats Community Center starting at 10:00

· WHIP 3-Chespeake Bay watershed implementation plan-April 12th in Bath there will be a public meeting 

· Stream Equipment Operator, Todd Jansen:  Todd works for the Town of Horseheads and will be retiring soon, will discuss at an upcoming meeting about hiring Todd on for the summer to continue to run equipment 

· Part A, B & C Funding:  District received the max funding for each -next year’s Part C funding may be higher as another ½ million came in for Conservation District in the budget-discussed the resolution passed by NYACD 
· FEMA:  Continuing to work with FEMA -could be up to ¼ million coming in-will work with municipalities 

District Conservationist’s Report – Not present and no report submitted 
I. Farm Bill Programs 

2018 Farm Bill: 

· No new programs have been added and no programs have been eliminated.

· NRCS will continue to offer the same types of assistance producers have come to expect.

· Overall funding for EQIP, ACEP and CSP will increase

· The Organic payment limitations will increase from $80,000 to $140,000

· There will be expanded opportunities for CAP’s to include soil health planning

· Soil Testing was added as an eligible practice

· A minimum level of 10% of conservation program funding, other than CRP is to be used for source water protection.

· EQIP assistance will be available for new and anticipated resource concerns.

EQIP:

All applications submitted for round 1 funding have been preapproved (7 total for the 4 counties). The obligations have been put on hold until further notice.  Any applications that have been approved or signed will be rolled back to preapproved and we will need to obtain new signatures. The new obligation deadline for signup 1 is June 28, 2019

The following deadlines apply for EQIP Round 2 applications:

· February 7-Pending letters mailed

· March 1-Eligibility established/Ineligible letters mailed

· April 26-All applications prioritized and ranked with cost estimates

· May 10-QA and peer reviews completed with corrections, uploaded to protracts

· May 13-Preapprovals

· June 28-obligation deadline

The following practices have been certified as of January 1, 2019:


CRP: 

I have been working with Lydia Brinkley, Buffer Coordinator for the USC, to obtain bids for tree plantings on 8 CRP contracts.  Conservation Services was the low bid and is willing to wave any down payment as long as the participants will sign an Assignment of Payment (AOP).  All participants have agreed to the AOP. All but one participant has signed the required paperwork.  Conservation Services completed site visits for each location and intends to be in Broome County to plant trees in late April or early March.  Each site will need to be flagged so they stay within the CRP boundaries.

USC was also able to secure funds to pay the additional 10% of the cost that is not covered by CRP.  There will be no out of pocket costs for the contract holders.  

I have completed 3 pond designs which will also be installed this spring under existing CRP contracts.

WRP:

NRCS has contracted with Trust for Tomorrow to complete a WRP site in Broome County that requires a permit for repairs.  They are beginning the initial investigations and design work.  

II. OTHER

Alana Covington has accepted the Norwich Resource Conservationist position.  Her start date is May 13, 2019.

The Waverly Resource Conservationist position should be advertised in August 2019.

Chemung County EMC:  -  
· Attended a Science Communication Workshop in Washington as a trainer and discussion was on sharing science information with people

Anything to Come before the Board:    
J. Pastrick is doing the NYACD audit tomorrow at the Bath office 
M. Watts questioned if Lloyd’s Streambank Project is still on the books and if so, a meeting should be scheduled to discuss
 A motion to adjourn was made @ 1:49 PM by J. Pastrick and seconded by D. Boor
Respectfully submitted by: Karen Tillotson
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