Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District Minutes
Tuesday August 11th, 2020 District Office 
Present:

Kenneth Bush –Chairman 


          Mark W. Watts-District Manager

Tom Rhodes- Assistance Chair 


          Karen Tillotson –Secretary/Asst. Treas.  
Dave Boor-Treasurer

 

           
Dick Gunderman -Member

John Pastrick -Legislator 

Joel Klose-Grange

Brian Hyland-Legislator  

                             
 The monthly meeting of the Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District was called to order by Chairman, Kenneth Bush at 1:00.  

Approval of the Minutes:   A motion was made by J. Pastrick to approve the July minutes as mailed.  Seconded by T. Rhodes. All in favor and carried.  
File the July Treasurer’s Report for Audit:     A motion was made by T. Rhodes to file the July treasurer’s report for audit.  Seconded by D. Gunderman.  All in favor and carried.  
Approval of the Bills:   A motion was made by D. Boor to approve the list of bills as presented.  Seconded by J. Pastrick.  All in favor and carried. 
DEC WQIP GPS Gant: A grant was submitted to NYS DEC WQIP for mapping of the stormwater conveyance system by the Stormwater Team.  The grant has to go through the District as the Stormwater Team is a sub-division of the District.  A motion was made to enter into agreement with NYS DEC for the WQIP Stormwater Mapping System and upfront funding to purchase equipment needed (will be reimbursed) by J. Pastrick and seconded by D. Boor.  All in favor and carried.   
Declare Surplus of Equipment:  The two laptops mentioned below are outdated and would like to have them declared surplus and have them put through the electronic recycling program.  A motion was made by D. Door and seconded by D. Gunderman to declare the laptops as surplus and have them recycled.  All in favor and carried.  
· 2008 ACER Laptop
· 2013 Lenovo Laptop
 District Manager’s Report-  
· Site 18 Repair-C. P. Ward was awarded the repair job for Hoffman Dam at a cost of $192,000.00.  In discussion with them now to get a timeline, with hopes of having it completed this year.  

· STAIEP Grant-this was a grant for farmers from 2016 by Governor Cuomo, work completed and closeout paperwork submitted. 

· Panther Lick Project-project is completed and submitting paperwork into Jerry Verrigni to do the closeout. 

· Stream Work-

· Currently working in Millport on Sundown Road 

· Lewis Road to complete FEMA job

· Take out trees from Newtown Creek

· Brickhouse Road in Veteran 

· Project in Van Etten 

· A & P Treatment Plant-assisted with clearing out brush and trees, 25-acre area-IDA is looking at selling for development
· House at 19 Smith Road was put on the County auction due to tax delinquency -Discussed with Chris Moss and Dave Sheen about taking it off  the auction to have the house removed from the floodplain- it is now owned by the County,  however there are still people living in the house-referred this to the Sherriff’s Department.
· Heywood Lawsuit-spoke with attorney and he is sending discussion information to the District, deposition will happen someday, right now it is moving very slow.   
· Cover Crop-working with local farms to produce seed, will have it cleaned at Judson’s to use in cover crop program throughout the County.

· Van Etten Animal Complaint-animals are getting out and going onto other people’s property.  Drafting a letter from District and Farm Bureau regarding this matter. 

· 3rd Milk Donation-Next Wednesday, the 19th at Tops parking lot on Southside and the Health Department. 

· District 

· Working to get all grants and obligations closed out so when the new manager takes over it will be a clean slate

· Financially the District is in good shape

· Stormwater Team 
· Financially there may be problems with funding due to the pandemic 

· Currently there are three fulltime employees -Engineer, Technician and Educator
· Would like to discuss brining  the educator over as the District educator and then contract with Stormwater Team for educational services-reverse role that exists now- AEM, Part C, FLLOWPA, and other funding available to the District, may be a better fit and take some of the pressure off the Stormwater budget-will put something formal together if directors agree to the idea. 

· Worked on the Civil Service qualifications/work activity/requirements, a draft was given to the board-spoke with Civil Service and they agree with the requirement that the new District Manager should be a Chemung County Resident-Stated that Civil Service has been great to work with
· Joel developed a process with recommendation to assist with a smooth transition for the  District Manager Position that was passed out to the board.   A motion was made by D. Boor to make J. Klose the Chair of the Search Committee and was seconded by J. Pastrick.  All in favor and carried.    
· A motion was made by J. Pastrick to require the new District Manager be a Chemung County Resident and seconded by D. Gunderman.  All in favor and carried. 
· Should the District survey with our partners to get their feeling on what they want/need from the District
· Adopt a plan by December 

· Have someone on board by June of 2021

· Stream Program-could be in jeopardy if new legislation if signed by Governor Cuomo -District’s wrote letters regarding this, but never heard back 

The legislation protects streams within the Class C designation and will require a permit for disturbing a stream already required for Class AA, A, B and trout waters.

District Conservationist’s Report – Not present and no report submitted 
Chemung County EMC-Not present and no report submitted
Anything to Come before the Board:    
 A motion to adjourn was made @ 1:28 PM by J. Pastrick and seconded by D. Gunderman.    
Respectfully submitted by: Karen Tillotson[image: image1.png]



