Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District Minutes
Tuesday March 10th, 2020 @ District Office 
Present:

Kenneth Bush –Chairman 


          Mark W. Watts-District Manager

Brian Hyland-Legislator -1:12

          Karen Tillotson –Secretary/Asst. Treas.  
Tom Rhodes- Assistance Chair 

           Jennifer Trimber-Chemung County EMC-1:10
Dave Boor-Treasurer

            
Joel Klose-Grange-Excused          
                       
Dick Gunderman-Excused 
     
John Pastrick   -Legislator 

 The monthly meeting of the Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District was called to order by Chairman, Kenneth Bush at 1:00 P.M.  

Approval of the Minutes:   A motion was made by J. Pastrick to approve the February minutes as mailed.  Seconded by T. Rhodes. All in favor and carried.  
File the February Treasurer’s Report for Audit:     A motion was made by D. Boor to file the February treasurer’s report for audit.  Seconded by T. Rhodes.  All in favor and carried.  
Approval of the Bills:   A motion was made by T. Rhodes to approve the list of bills as present.  Seconded by J. Pastrick.  All in favor and carried. 
District Manager’s Report-  
Newsletter: The newsletter is complete, printed and mailed.  Copies where sent up with Farm Bureau for Lobby Days and Farm Bureau also requested an electronic copy to use in the fight regarding the new stream classification being added to En Con Law Article 15.

Stream Classification “C”: Letter went out to Governor Cuomo, as well as to the Senate and assembly members regarding the new legislation regarding the change to Class “C” streams. 

Forestry Book: The book is complete and at the printers.  There will be 14,000 copies printed with funding coming from FLLOWPA, Schuyler and Steuben Counties.  

Log Pavilion:  About 90% of the brackets are complete and are now at BOCES being painted.  Mark R. is milling boards for the roof.  Still need to trim logs. 

Twin Tier Expo:  Very well attended with the record for attendance being broke on the first day.  Total of 7,500 came through for the two days. 
Stream Work: Completed Miller Hollow, Roberts Hollow and Left Branch-Dry Run-now working the on Dry Run Road FEMA project and will be there mid to end of April weather permitting. 

Rock Truck:  Purchased a 2013 CAT truck from Austin Excavating in Waverly.  DPW looked over the truck and they were good with it. 
Lewis Home in Wellsburg:  Set to have a control burn on April 4th. 

Seed Tender:  Able to find a used seed tender at a cost of $7,600, which includes the shipping cost.  Will need to do a little retrofitting but should be good to go for this year. Cost spilt between Chemung/Schuyler. 

Milk Bottle Collection: Historical Society planning to have a Mark Twain Bottle Display at the Historical Society from June through August. The trolley would like to add the milk display at the cabin as a stop.  A key would be provided.  Also, J.D. Ildoes a segment with WETM on hometown history and he is interested in doing a segment on the bottle display this summer.  
Part C Funding:  District will be getting just under $114,000.00-would like to purchase a 12’ black trailer at a cost of $3,105.00 and then wrap it, making this our Ag Promotion trailer.  Money for the wrap project would come from other funds.  A motion was made by J. Pastrick to use Part C Funds to purchase a 12’ black trailer.  Seconded by B. Hyland.  All in favor and carried.   
Maggie the Cow:  Maggie is a realistic milking cow that Nikole saw while at Lobby Days.  The cost is $4,500.00 and would be looking for three different contributors, example Byrne Dairy, Wegmans or an ice cream store to split the cost.  Their logos would go on the display. 

Chemung County Summer Cohesion:  Informed the board that the Stormwater Coalition was chosen for the 2020 Summer Cohesion Synergy Award.  
Chemung Co. Ag & Farmland Protection Board Training:  This event will be held on March 17th, 2020 @ the Big Flats Community Center and will have pesticides credit. 
Stormwater Team Annual Meeting:  This meeting will take place on April 15th with a meeting with DEC @ 9:00 am, then the Team’s presentation which will be followed by lunch. 

Civil Service:  Met with Jamie and Taylor from the Civil Service Dept. to discuss the District Manager transition.  District can write qualifications here, which will be reviewed by the Civil Service Dept.  The position does not meet the in-house promotion qualifications, but the qualifications can be written as not to go outside.  Mark will start working on the qualifications.  
District Conservationist’s Report – Not present and no report submitted 
Chemung County EMC:  
Energy Navigator:  Jen passed out information on a work shop that is coming up on becoming an energy navigator. 
Legislative Tour:  Stopping at Trimbers’ on the tour - mushroom grower.  
Anything to Come before the Board:    
Tire Day is set up for May 9th
Electronic Day is set up for April   & May 
 A motion to adjourn was made @ 1:31 PM by J. Pastrick and seconded by B. Hyland.    
Respectfully submitted by: Karen Tillotson
[image: image1.png]



