Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District Minutes
Tuesday, September 8th, 2020 District Office 
Present:

Kenneth Bush –Chairman 


          Mark W. Watts-District Manager

Tom Rhodes- Assistance Chair 


          Karen Tillotson –Secretary/Asst. Treas.  
Dave Boor-Treasurer

 

           
Dick Gunderman -Member

John Pastrick -Legislator 

Joel Klose-Grange-Not Present 
Brian Hyland-Legislator  

                             
 The monthly meeting of the Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District was called to order by Chairman, Kenneth Bush at 1:00.  

Approval of the Minutes:   A motion was made by J. Pastrick to approve the August minutes as mailed.  Seconded by D. Gunderman. All in favor and carried.  
File the August Treasurer’s Report for Audit:     A motion was made by T. Rhodes to file the August treasurer’s report for audit.  Seconded by J. Pastrick.  All in favor and carried.  
Approval of the Bills:   A motion was made by D. Gunderman to approve the list of bills as presented.  Seconded by D. Boor.  All in favor and carried. 
2024 NCF Envirothon New York:   NYS will host the National Envirothon in 2024 and the NYS Envirothon Committee is requesting a donation of $3,000.00 from each county to help offset the cost.  After the discussion, the Board decided to table the request until we know how the budget stands in January of 2021.  A motion was made by D. Boor to table the request until January 2021.  Seconded by D. Gunderman.  All in favor and carried. 
Proposed Policy Change for Medical Insurance -Retirees:  As it stands now in the Chemung County SWCD Policy, an employee that retires from the District is entitled to receive health insurance coverage with 50% of the premium covered by the District.  Currently, there is one employee, Ann Gresock, that receives this coverage.  It was explained to the Board that how it stands now the District would have to if, for example, if three employees received this coverage, the District would have to budget anywhere from $25-40 thousand a year just to cover District retiree’s medical insurance.  A proposal to change the current policy was discussed with the Board and is as follows: 
Breakdown of Medical Insurance Paid for by the District for Retirees

· 20-25 years of service with Chemung Co. SWCD -District would pay          $6,000.00/year

· 25.1-30 years of service with Chemung Co. SWCD-District would pay
$8,000.00/year

· 30.1-35 years of service with Chemung Co. SWCD-District would pay
$10,000.00/year

· 35.1-40 years of service with Chemung Co. SWCD-District would pay
$12,000.00/year

· *Years of service will be based on NYS State Retirement 

· *Coverage will terminate when retiree reaches the age of 65

This would take effect for employees retiring on or after 12/31/2020 and having the following eligibility:

Eligibility – To be eligible for coverage, the retiree must meet each of these requirements: 1) have at least twenty years of continuous full-time service with the Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District; 2) have retired directly from the District; 3) be at least fifty-five years of age; and, 4) have been granted a retirement benefit from the New York State Employees’ Retirement System, 5) and enrolled in the District Insurance Plan for over ten years.  These eligibility requirements are subject to change by the resolution of the District Board.
After a discussion on the proposed changes to the Policy, a motion was made by D. Boor to accept the changes to the medical insurance policy as presented and was seconded by T. Rhodes.  All in favor and carried.  

 District Manager’s Report-  
· Chemung County Dam Maintenance-

· Site 18, Hoffman Dam-C.P. Ward was awarded the contract to repair the pipe-Setting up a conference call for Friday with the District/County/NRCS to discuss the design plan and get the necessary permits-Hopes are to get it completed in October 
· Completing upgrades on parking lots and signage -Hoffman Dam installed a new parking lot, gates, and signposts-looking for the Bronze Plaque, but haven't been able to locate it -East Sullivanville parking lot was repaired-Veteran Hill Dike, the county installed a pipe to access the dike for mowing and the District then mowed the dike 
· Completed the 2nd round of Big Flats Stormwater Detention mowing 

· Stream Projects

· Completed Sundown Road 

· Rockwork on Lewis Road in Millport 

· Took out trees on Newtown Creek

· Completed project on Brickhouse Road 

· Van Etten Project 

· Took trees out on George Barlett property-Baldwin Creek

· Assisted Big Flats with gravel removal in Cuthrie Run

· Installed a culvert and doze a new waterway for drainage on Rte 352 for DOT  

· Road Ditch Grant

· Working with Schuyler County SWCD on the Road Ditch Grant, and Chemung will get $110,000 to purchase material-trying a new product called Flexamat, which is rolled up concrete poured in a polyethylene form

· Hydro-seeding

· Hoffman Dam 

· Monastery Road 

· Roberts Hollow

· Sawdey Road -Jason Voorhes contacted the District to see if we would hydro-seed where he is installing a new garage, stating that the area is very steep-District informed him of our policy of not doing residential lawns-After discussion a motion was made by D. Gunderman to stand by the District Policy and not do hydro-seeding on residential lawns.  Seconded by B. Hyland.  All in favor and carried. The District will supply him with some contractors that do hydro-seeding
· Mark gave an update on Liz Heppner 
· Wellsburg RT 427


·  Worked with DOT to repair project on Rte 427
· Upcoming Projects 

· Cuthrie Run @ Hibbard Road with the Co. DPW

· Harding Brothers stream repair 250’

· Catharine Creek with USFW, waiting on permits

· Seafuse Road Town of Veteran

· Inter-Seeder Program 

· Working with farmers on cover crops -most this year will be put on after the corn is off

· 2021 Budget-should we submit a budget to the county at our current rate or with a reduction?  Board stated to send in as normal   
· Still looking at bringing the education employee over to the District from Stormwater Team-this would allow the District to do more Ag Education and then contract with Stormwater Team to do education when needed

· Worried that Stormwater Team is going to struggle with their budget, as their funding strictly comes from the county and municipalities 

· Received a request from Tioga County SWCD to do some detention basin mowing 

· Joel’s report was handed out to the board members-Mark stated that it was passed at the August 11th board meeting requiring the District Manager to be a Chemung County Resident- 

District Conservationist’s Report – Not present and no report submitted 
Chemung County EMC-Not present and no report submitted
Anything to Come before the Board:    
 A motion to adjourn was made @ 1:33 PM by D. Gunderman and seconded by J. Pastrick.    
Respectfully submitted by Karen Tillotson[image: image1.png]



