Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District Minutes
Tuesday January 14th, 2020 @ District Office 
Present:

Kenneth Bush –Chairman 


          Mark W. Watts-District Manager

Brian Hyland-Legislator -Excused 

          Karen Tillotson –Secretary/Asst. Treas.  
Tom Rhodes- Assistance Chair 

           Jennifer Trimber-Chemung County EMC
Dave Boor-Treasurer

            
Joel Klose-Grange-         
                       
Dick Gunderman-Excused 
     
John Pastrick   -Legislator 

 The monthly meeting of the Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District was called to order by Chairman, Kenneth Bush at 1:07 P.M.  

Approval of the Minutes:   A motion was made by J. Pastrick to approve the January minutes as mailed.  Seconded by T. Rhodes. All in favor and carried.  
File the January Treasurer’s Report for Audit:     A motion was made by J. Klose to file the January treasurer’s report for audit.  Seconded by T. Rhodes.  All in favor and carried.  
Approval of the Bills:   A motion was made by D. Boor to approve the list of bills as present.  Seconded by J. Pastrick.  All in favor and carried. 
District Manager’s Report-  
· Newsletter:  Newsletter should be out by the end of February, biggest one to date, fifty-six pages.
· Forestry Book:  Close to being ready to go out to print, working on getting a few more photos
· Bragg Towers:  Received letter requesting a donation of topsoil and lumber to construct raised bed gardens-
· Van Etten Marsh Sign:  
· Poles were set by Bouille 
· Federation of Sportsmen constructed the sign 
· District purchased steal for frame
· City of Elmira/County DPW/Town of Van Etten assisted with assembly 
· Log Pavilion @ Conservation Cabin:
· Steve Renko donated trees
· Paul Mc Donald from Big Flats hauled trees to shop with log truck
· Large pieces to Nel’s tractor to saw down -cut 21’ boards 2 ½ x 8 x 21-made a trade for the larger pieces-going to make a bench out of the rest of the log 
· City of Elmira/County DPW/assisting with the brackets and will also be involved with the construction 
· BOCES is going to trim some trees back
· Hopes are to begin in April/May
· Cornell Local Roads: District was asked to present once again at the event, this year will be the 75th anniversary 
· Spencer Van Etten Sports Show: Event went well with a good attendance, thank you John and Brian for manning the table 
· FFA Contest: Mark and Nikole were asked to judge an FFA competition at the Spencer Van Etten School, over 100 students from seven different school districts- great time with the students and a lot of good stories 
· Twin Tier Expo:  Event will take place February 15th & 16th 
· Stream Legislation:  Explained to board that a new legislation is in the process that would change stream classification adding Class “C” streams to the Environmental Conservation Law meaning every stream project would need an Article “15” Permit, making a real issue for completing work in streams 
· Stream Work:  
· Finished Phase I of Beckwith Creek, gravel is out of stream and rock installed 
· Weather permitting will take gravel that is stockpiled and mover to another job where fill is needed
· Stream work on Miller Hollow in Chemung 
· Southport to work on Left Branch and Dry Run FEMA projects 
· Rock Truck:  Working with County DPW to find a truck, looking for one that is 2006 or older due to emissions, needs to be a steering axle, not a tri-axle
· Lewis House Demolition:  meeting this Friday with Wellsburg Fire Dept., County Buildings and Grounds and DPW to go through the house, hopefully will burn sometime in March 
· Seed Tender for Inter-Seeder:  Looking to purchase a seed tender to avoid hauling extra equipment to sites and would also use less manpower-cost would be split between Chemung/Schuyler-motion was made by D. Boor to spend up to $6,000 towards the purchase of a seed tender for the inter-seeder.  Seconded by J. Pastrick.  All in favor and carried.  
· Cost of Seed:  seed is expensive for the inter-seeder and looking to reduce the cost-working with PMC in Big Flats who has a seed cleaner, and grow certified seed and also talk with Senator O’Mara about the possibility of using land on Route 352 to grow our own cover crop seed
· Farmer’s Meeting:  A meeting will be held on March 17th at the Big Flats Community Center from 10:00 am – 2:00 pm
· Town of Horseheads:  Attending the Town of Horseheads meeting January 15th to present them with a plaque for their assistance with the Countywide Stream Program 
· Equipment Warranty:  discussed that there was an issue with the warranties on the 304 & 309-looking into-would like to purchase if coverage is not already on them-Motion was made by J. Pastrick to purchase warranties if not covered.  Seconded by J. Klose.  All in favor and carried. 
· Mark Watts Retirement:  
· Mark informed the board that his last day would be January 5th, 2022
· Need to discuss with Civil Service - qualifications-residency requirement  
· District Manger is competitive 
· Set up meetings with the Board and staff for discussion
· Discuss with other districts on how they did the transition 
· Talk with other partners that work with the District 
District Conservationist’s Report – Not present and no report submitted 
Chemung County EMC:  Nothing to report 
Anything to Come before the Board:    
· Big Flats School- requested a donation of seedlings for Arbor day-looking for 400-this would be a cost of $160 to the District-Board suggested to offer to get the trees at cost or take the extra trees if there are any left over as not to set a precedent -Motion was made by J. Pastrick to offer the trees to the school at cost or to take whatever trees are left over from the tree sale.  Seconded by T. Rhodes.  All in favor and carried. 
· Blue Birdbox Kits-Mark Richer received a letter from the Southeast Steuben County Library requesting twenty Bluebird Box Kits as a donation or at a reduced cost.  Board decided to charge $5 per kit and to also suggest that the next time they make the request from their County SWCD.  A motion was made by T. Rhodes to charge $5 per kit.  Seconded by J. Pastrick.  All in favor and carried. 

· District Law /Sexual Harassment training will take place in June 
· Joel apologized for his absence from meetings- explained the issue they are having with a virus with the honey bees -Joel would be willing to Skype or phone in when needed
 A motion to adjourn was made @ 2:05 PM by J. Pastrick and seconded by J. Klose.    
Respectfully submitted by: Karen Tillotson
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