
Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District Minutes
Tuesday, September 13th, 2022, @ District Office 1:00 pm 

Present:

Tom Rhodes- Chair  





Karen Tillotson –District Manager

Jim Bush-Treasurer




          
Mark Richer-District Technician 
Brian Hyland-Legislator-Excused

                    
Jessica Verrigni-SWT Technician 
 
Dave Boor-Treasurer 





           
                  
Joel Klose-Grange-Excused
                       




Dick Gunderman- arrived at 1:14 pm
     
Mike Smith   -Legislator 
Guest:
Federation of Sportsmen, Paul Perine, Mike Sheahan, and John Aikman.
 The monthly Meeting of the Chemung County Soil and Water Conservation District was called to order by Chair Tom Rhodes at 1:00 pm.  

Introduction around the table.

Federation of Sportsmen attended the meeting to introduce themselves and discuss the Federation and the interest in continuing to work with the District. Discussion on the use of the conservation cabin at the fairgrounds. Plan to meet with those involved, the Federation of Sportsmen, and Chemung County Farm Bureau, before events, and a schedule submitted to the District so there is no overbooking of the cabin during the year. As in the past, requests are to come through the District. The Federation of Sportsmen folks departed at 1:40 pm. 
Approval of the Minutes:   D. Boor motioned to approve the August minutes as mailed. Seconded by J. Bush. All in favor and carried. 
File the  Treasurer's Report for Audit:  D. Gunderman motioned to approve the August treasurer report. J. Bush seconded it. All in favor and carried.     
Approval of the Bills:    J. Bush motioned to approve the list of bills as presented. Seconded by D. Boor. All in favor and carried.  
Surplus of Equipment:

Red River Live Bottom Trailer
Manure Spreader 

Small Mulcher Trailer 

D. Gunderman motioned to surplus the Red River Live Bottom Trailer and the Manure Spreader to put on auction and to surplus the small mulcher trailer to dispose of. J. Bush seconded it. All in favor and carried. 
Stormwater Management Specialist (Jessica Verrigni)Liaison between SWT & District : 

Jimmie Joe Carl reviews SWPPPs for Sports Complex on Philo Road, 4-Seasons Storage Veteran, and a Solar Panel site in Breesport. 

Nikole Watts-school visits have started back up, and she also attends weekend festivals. 
Stormwater Technician's Report handed out and on file with the book of minutes

The Stormwater Team is working on the separation from the District- Andy Avery is taking the lead, and if approved will take place on January 1st. 

District Technicians Report Mark Richer:
· Met with DEC with Karen 

· Working on the Catharine Valley Trail

· Equipment upkeep

· Preparing Interseeder 
District Manager's Report-  
· Financial/minutes for SWCD

· Financials for SWT

· Met with Andy Avery requesting District to budget $28,000 for the use of PE Engineer - vote -  J. Bush made a motion not to budget $28,000.00 to the SWT for the Licensed Engineer. D. Gunderman seconded it. All in favor and carried. 
· Met with Scott Bush/Kevin Lloyd regarding cover crops for farms-

· Purchased rye seed from Kevin Lloyd -39-Ton @ 500/ton

· 25-Ton for Lloyd Farm

· 5-Ton for Tanner Farm

· Work with Scott on where the rest will go 

· The seed will be ready from Judson's

· Cover Crop with Interseeder to begin at the end of the month

· Conservation Cabin

· I want to revisit this issue- and would like to keep the District's interest in the cabin-as per lease, it is automatically renewed since the District didn't submit a letter to opt out, according to Section #13. The letter was sent in November last year to Mr. Moss, Mr. Hussain, and Don Bishop. Resolution to send a letter to Mr. Hussain, Mr. Moss, Mr. Sheen, and Mr. Manchester stating the District will continue its interest in the cabin. Since 30-days have passed, the lease has automatically renewed for 2022-2026.  
· D. Boor motioned to rescind the motion from the August 23rd board meeting regarding the conservation cabin and to approve the motion stating the District will continue interest in the cabin. J. Bush seconded it. All in favor and carried. 
· Stream Site Visits

· John Chilson

· Reasor Hollow Big Flats

· NYS DEC

· Mark and I met with Joshua Fisher and Logan Stratton from DEC

· Reviewed how to process a permit

· Visited two sites on Sagetown in Southport 

· Federation of Sportsmen-discuss future partnership/cabin 

· Met with Mike Sheahan 

· Paul Perine 

· John Aikman 

· Catharine Valley Trail Project -1,080' of crusher run 

· Todd Jansen, Mark Richer

· Town of Veteran-2 trucks to haul material-Brandon Lee and Keith Baker

· Town of Horseheads-allowed storage of material, supplied roller, truck for hauling material and staff, Krista Rhodes, Shawn Champlain, and Jeremy Radford

· County DPW

· Use of paver-thanks to Jason French and Rick Reynolds

· Finger Lake-Lake Ontario Watershed Protection Alliance (FLLOWPA) Grant Contract  Regional Meeting 

· Need to submit a plan for 2022/2023 workplan is due November 1st  
· $97,200.00
· One page request due for 2023/2024 contract owing by October 3rd $117,200.00 (if they get approved by EPA to up line item for FLLOWPA to 3-million dollars)

· NYS Soil and Water Conservation Committee

· 2023 Part B Project request due by November 1st 

· The District's Plan of Work is due by November 1st
· Bentley Creek zoom meeting 

· Countywide Stream Program

· I spoke with David Sheen about the IMA-goes by population-I didn't change it but corrected it and sent it to him

· District Building 

· I spoke with David McCormick from Central Services -he is going to come back up with the insurance agent 

· Quote from our insurance $840.00 for up to $700,000.00 coverage 

· Going to my first Farm AEM on Rumsey Hill Road-Beef, swine, poultry -they want to become NYS Homegrown Certified 
· AEM -meeting with State Committee in October to discuss the District's program
· Training:

· 09/15 & 09/16 Attending a Silvopsture Showcase Tour in Schuyler County

· 09/20-Admin. Training in Syracuse-Treasure's report and budget presentation

· 09/26, 09/27, 09/28 Conservation Skills Workshop-AEM Forestry, Farmstead BMP's 

· 10/18 & 10/19 NYACD Meeting -Tom Rhodes will be attending as well

· The budget request was submitted to Steve Hoover, Mr. Moss, Mr. Sheen, and Mr. Manchester, along with three information sheets regarding the District 

· Budget meetings for District usually take place in November-waiting to see what Mr. Moss will do to the District budget-need look at putting on clerk/AEM tech. 

· Medical Insurance is going up about 9%-2023 budget for medical insurance for Mark Richer, Karen Tillotson, and Mark Watts ($12,000) will roughly be $56,811.00  

· Mark and I received a nice plaque for participation in The Moving Wall

· Donated about 30-Bluebird Boxes-4 Bat Houses, and Mark cut up about 70-80 boards for the base of the wall

· Bluebird Box made it up to State Fair -photo of Sasha's son 4-H 

· October meeting-can we schedule for October 4th
· I will be on vacation from October 7th and back on the 18th 
New Business:  M. Smith asked if the District had any contact with residents along Seeley Creek on Pennsylvania Ave regarding erosion concerns. The only resident the District went out to look at was the Mood property.  

Motion to go into executive session at 2:21 pm by D. Boor. Seconded by D. Gunderman. All in favor and carried.
Attendees:  T. Rhodes, D. Boor, J. Bush, D. Gunderman, D. Smith, and K. Tillotson 

Motion to come out of the executive session was made by M. Smith and seconded by J. Bush at 2:34 pm
Karen Tillotson will be a delegate on the New York State Department of Open Space Committee. 
 A motion to adjourn was made @ 2:35 pm by M. Smith and seconded by J. Bush.    
Respectfully submitted by Karen Tillotson[image: image1.png]
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