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December 20, 2022

The Honorable Kathy Hochul

NYS Capital Building

Albany, NY 12224

RE:
Class C Streams

Dear Governor Hochul:

This letter is to say Thank You for vetoing the Class C Stream Bill. We had significant concerns with Senate Bill #S4162 & Assembly Bill #A6652 relating to the protection of Class C streams. If this bill had passed, the regulation could have added upwards of six to nine months onto the already 45+ day process of getting permits to work in these streams. This additional time could result in projects being delayed, or worse, a loss of funding for projects. Projects like repairing access to homes where the access became unusable during a storm event or adding in stream structures to lessen erosion that could lead to loss of property may be impacted. The bill did not even recognize the existing SWCD General Permit (GP-7-19-001) with the NYS DEC, that we already use to do stream work. The General Permit also requires us to use erosion and sediment control, and best management practices (BMPs) to protect water quality and aquatic life.
We also wanted to say “Thank You” for your continued support of Soil and Water Conservation Districts in New York State. We are grateful that the FY2022-2023 budget:

-  increased State aide to Districts from $11 Mil. To $15 Mil., 

-  increased the Ag Non-Point Source (EPF) grants from $18 Mil. to $20 Mil.,

-  increased Climate Resilient Farming grants from $4 Mil. to $17.5 Mil

As you know, these are the main sources of funding for Soil & Water Conservation Districts and the BMP projects that we plan and implement across Onondaga County. 

We look forward to continuing our relationship with you and to future meetings with you and your dedicated staff. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Mark E. Burger, M.S., CPESC

Executive Director

Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District
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